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Communications. 


DISEASE OF THE ILEO-C@CAL 
REGION. 


By Eart Cusuman, M. D., 
Of Orwell, Vt. 


Read before the Medical Society of Vermont, at 
its Semi-Annual Session, June, 1869. 

By request I herewith present a more full 
and complete report of the cases of disease of 
the ileo-ceecal region, occurring under my ob- 
servation, which were reported verbally at the 
semi-annual meeting of the Society,in June, 
1864. The cases here reported have pecu- 
liarities worthy of note, as to their causes, in- 
dications, and mode of treatment. In April, 
1858, I was called to see A. C., a young lady, 
aged 15 years, afflicted with intestinal fever. 
There was nausea, retching, and great ab- 
dominal tenderness, with general febrile ex- 
citement. These symptoms had followed ex- 
posure for a whole day, in a damp cellar, made 
more so by a large open cistern. The case 
had been treated by the nurses with irritating 
cathartics and enemas. The dejections from 
the bowels were vitiated, indicating inflamma- 
tory irritation of the large intestines. 

The case was treated with soothing, and 
febrifuge means. After a few days, there was 
noticed a hardness, and tumefaction, in the 
right iliac region. This was followed by an 
entire obstruction of the intestinal passage. 
The usual symptoms of ilius: gurgling, retch- 
ing, and the rejection of the contents of the 
stomach and small intestines followed. The 
urgency of the case made a consultation de- 
sirable, and Dr. C. L. ALLEN was called, who 
coincided with the previous diagnosis and 
treatment. This was soothing and expectant. 


| The large intestines were treated with mild 
lavements, which were occasionally introduced 
through an elastic tube, and then withdrawn. 
The patient was supported by liquid food, 
which would be retained for some time, and 
then rejected ; but remaining, until digestion 
and assimilation was sufficient to sustain the 
patient. After fourteen days of entire ob- 
struction, there appeared small quantities of 
feculent matter in the dejections. <A subsi- 
dence of the tumor, and convalescence slowly 
| followed, leaving the patient in usual health. 

A coincidence worthy of note was, that the 
mother, who was exposed at the same time in 
the cellar, and who performed the office of 
nurse, for some days after the attack of the 
girl, was herself affected with fever, great 
pain in the bowels, abdominal tenderness, and 
vomiting. Opiates and diluting drinks were 
largely used, and no attempt to move the 
bowels was made, until the urgent symptoms 
were subdued. The pain and vomiting were 
controlled by anodynes, after which the bow- 
els were moved with castor oil, and the skin 
kept moist by diaphoretics. Convalescence 
took place after ten days. The circumstances 
point to the identity of causes in both cases, 
one resulting in severe enteritis, the other 
complicated with inflammation, and tumefac- 
tion in the ccecal region, with probable intus- 
sus-ception. 

After the occurrence of these cases, there 
presented an opportunity of witnessing an 
autopsy of a patient of Dr. H. R. Jones, of 
Benson, which aided in explaining some of 
the peculiarities of the first case. A child, 
about two years old, was attacked with fever 
and intestinal inflammation. There followed 
entire obstruction of the bowels, terminating 
fatally after a few days. 

On opening the abdomen, a tumor present- 
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ed itself in the right iliac region, which had | 
been unnoticed before death, though plainly 
perceptible on exposing the body. This was 
made up, by the intussusception, near the 
introduction of the ilium, into the ascending 
colon. Fifteen inches of the ilium were con- 
tained in three inches of the same. This was 
readily withdrawn. There was coloid de- 
generation, involving the ilio-ccecal valve, and 
extending into the colon. 

In March, 1863, C. W., a lad of 15 years of 
age, having recently passed through scarla- 
tina and measles, and while convalescent from 
these, was long exposed to cold winds while 
playing in snow drifts, and became severely 
chilled. There followed intestinal fever, pain 
and tenderness along the track of the colon, 
mucous and shreddy discharges, with consider- 
able tenderness. 

Opiates, febrifuge medicines and enemas 
were administered as in the previous cases. 
After a few days, the prominent symptoms 
abated, though the abdomen contained tender | 
and distended. A well developed tumor ap- | 
peared in the right iliac region, which indica- | 
ted a dispdsition to point externally. The 
enemas were continued, with fomentations and 
poultices to the tumor. The patient took 
freely of bland drinks and liquid nourishment. 
He became emaciated, with great prostration 
of strengh. Nutrition was imperfectly sup- 
plied. At this stage of the case, Dr. A. S. 
Woodward was called in consultation, who 





suggested some modification of treatment, re- | 


commending blisters and terebinthinates. 
There was little amendment of the symp- 
toms for about twenty days, the tumor mean- 
while threatening to open externally. At 
this stage, a profuse sanious and purulent dis- 
charge took place from the bowels, which con- 
tinued for some days, followed by a subsidence 
of the tumor and commencing convalesence. 
The recovering was perfect. A coincidence 
more remarkable than the first, followed this 
case. In consequence of the absence of the 
parents, an aunt of the lads took charge of the 
nursing for ten days. On her return home, a 
distance of four miles, she encountered snow- 
drifts, which delayed her passage, and she be- 
came much chilled and fatigued. There soon 
followed a train of symptoms similar to those 
of the patient whom she attended. There 
occurred fever, abdominal distension, extreme 





tenderness along the course of the large intes- 
tines, centering more intensely in the cecal | 
region. 
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The dejections were mucous, shreddy, and 
sometimes tubular. A large tumor was 
noticed, about the tenth day, in the right iliac 
region. 

A plan of treatment similar to that of the 
former cases was instituted, consisting of 
opiates, diaphoretics, and liquid food, with 
fomentations, poultices, and mild injections. 
The tumor increased up to the twentieth day, 
when a copious purulent discharge took place 
by the rectum, consisting sometimes wholly of 
pus of a creamy consistence. This continued 
for several days. The patient was sustained 
by a more nourishing diet, and a rapid and 
perfect convalescence followed. 


The history of these cases throws some 
light on a disease comparatively rare, often 
overlooked, and sometimes wrongly treated. 
The comparative silence of medical writers on 
this form of inflammation, has left the profes- 
sion ignorant or inattentive to its nature. 
The cases reported in our medical periodicals 
have been mostly those produced by foreign 
substances, lodged in the appendix vermifor- 
mis. 

Those here reported illustrate the intimate 
connection between morbid impressions upon 
the external surface, and internal disease. 
Cold, applied to the skin, had much to do in 
inciting these somewhat rare complications. 
Four of the cases were produced by similar 
causes, and resembled each other in their 
general symptoms, while in three the disease 
centred upon the cecal region. The local 
symptoms, though inflammatory in each, varied 
in some degree, the first resulting in intussus- 
ception, while the last was followed by exten- 
sive suppuration, probably involving the cel- 
lular texture surrounding the psoas and iliac 
muscles. This may be inferred from the pro- 
fusion of the discharge, which must have found 


| its way into the intestines by ulceration. The 


coincidences of the last two cases seem some- 
what unaccountable ; suggesting the possibility 
of having resulted from infection. Our object 
will have been gained in presenting these 
cases, if it shall lead to more thorough diag- 
nosis, and more rational treatment of diseases 
of this region, and we would commend to 
every practitioner of medicine, the importance 
of carefully examining all cases of abdominal 
inflammation, as to their local tendencies, and 
would enjoin great caution against the too 
frequent abuse of cathartic medication. 

Great anxiety was felt on the part of the 


| friends of the first patient, on account of the 
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protracted obstruction of the bowels, and they 
persistently insisted upon the use of cathartics, 
a demand which, of course, was not complied 
with, an intelligent consultant coming to our 
aid. 


HOSPITAL GLEANINGS. 
By J. B. Burnet, M. D., 
° Of Newark, N. J. 

CASE OF SYPHILIS—HEMIPLEGIA—DEATH. 

Bridget Whalen, et. 45, was admitted to 
Bellevue Hospital on June 20th. She was 
then making a bad recovery from syphilitic 
iritis. She was covered with copper-colored 
spots, and syphilitic eruptions. Her history 
was quite uncertain, for she evidently did not 
know what her troubles were dependent upon, 
but was always consistent in asserting that her 
primary lesion preceded her secondary symp- 
toms (eruptions, iritis, &c.,) only three weeks. 
She suffered more or less after admission with 
super-orbital pain, and at night with painin both 
tibie. Put her upon iodide of potassium in 
doses sufficient to keep the pains in abeyance. 
She passed through the summer in this way 
quite comfortably. 

Dec. Ist. She began to complain of intense 
pain over the whole of the left side of the 
head, deep-seated, though the surface was also 
sensitive to the touch. She described it as an 
agonizing pain, which was not relieved by 
potassii iedid. in one drachm doses, or by 
morphine in large quantities. Until January 
15th this pain was constant, exhausting the 
poor patient terribly, and was not all allevia- 
ted by remedies. At this time there was an 
entire change in her condition. On rising to 
go the water closet, she suddenly lost all con- 
trol over her right side, and fell to the floor. 
She was entirely hemiplegic, but without 
facial paralysis. Her sensation and percep- 
tion appeared to be perfect. She died Jan. 
25th, in a comatose condition, in which she 
had been for some hours. She never had an 
intermission of her violent hemicrania. The 
diagnosis of all who saw her was syphilitic 
periostitis, with thickening of the skull. On 
making the autopsy, it was found that nothing 
existed to account for all this pain. No swel- 
ling—no evidences of inflammation in perios- 
teum or tissues overlying it. Skull of or- 
dinary thickness and appearauce. There 
were no tumors, or exostoses within the skull. 
The brain was of good texture and normal in 
all of its gross appearances. 
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The arteries leading to the left side of the 
brain were found filled with masses of fibrine ; 
whenever they bifurcated there was a mass of 
organized fibrine, and from these points there 
were clots of fibrine extending into the arteries, 
even into the smallest branches, entirely 
filling their calibre. Diligent search was 
made for these upon the right side, but none 
were found. The arteries were pervious and 
empty. The left internal carotid was dis- 
sected out, and found entirely filled with a 
firm dark clot. There was no atheroma of the 
arteries. Heart normal in size and texture. 
Valves perfectly healthy. 


CASE OF URMIC POISONING FROM AN IM- 
PACTED CALCULUS. 

William Dowding, wt. 62, admitted Aug. 
10th, to Bellevue Hospital. On admission, 
did not present any grave symptoms. He had 
pain in the left inguinal region, and general 
pains in his back and legs, with some febrile 
disturbance. Ordered cathartic, and sinapism 
to the affected side. Continued about the 
same until the 12th ; was then drowsy all day, 
but able to be out of bed; at six P. M. sud- 
denly became very stupid; at seven P. M. was 
comatose, and could not be roused; pulse 134; 
respiration 22; pupils contracted to a point. 
He was lying perfectly still, making neither 
motion nor sound; at 10 P. M., pulse 134, res- 
piration 15; breathing noisily ; frothing at the 
lips. Died at 11.50, P. M. 

Autopsy 15 hours after death: sub-arach- 
noid effusion moderate ; arachnoid well raised ; 
deposits of lymph along the course of all the 
vessels; no fluid in the ventuiles. Search- 
ing for the cause of pain, the left ureter and 
pelvis of left kidney were found distended 
with a thick urine. Thickening and indura- 
tion around the entrance of the same ureter 
into the bladder. In thisthickened portion, 
a small calculus was found impacted, entirely 
arresting the flow of urine. Right kidney was 
highly congested ; bladder contained a small 
amount of muddy urine. 


MEDICAL STATISTICS OF FAUQUIER 
COUNTY, VIRGINIA. 
By Frepericx Horner, Jr., M. D., 
Of Fauquier County, Virginia. 

This county lies east of the Blue Ridge 
Mountains, and sixty miles west of the Fed- 
eral Metropolis. It abounds in sulphur and 
chalybeate springs and in valuable metals, 
lime, copper, and barytes and plants, uicotiana 
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tabacum, lobelia and eupatorium. The weather 
for several years past, has been unfavorable 
to health, and marked by frequent storms of 
the violence of a tornado. The maximum 
heat occurs in July, and that of cold in Feb- 
ruary. Atsuch periods, disease proves most 
fatal. In the Piedmont district, typhoid fever 
has almost disappeared. The neuroses pre- 
vail with excess of cerebral disturbance, the 
result of temporary irritation and congestion 
of the meninges of the brain. “ Army Itch” 
has been common among the lower orders of 
society. The prominent feature of this erup- 
tion of small papulee, is excessive itching, often 
declining in the day and returning in the eve- 
ning, and coming on with peculiar violence 
when the patient undresses and gets into bed. 
It is relieved by unguentum protiod. potass., 
tinet. iodinii and oleine, general treatment, 
and attention to diet. 

In the midst of the faculty here are two 
classes of empirics, one who recommend the 
nostrums of the grocery stores, the other fe- 
male negro accoucheurs, who are common 
throughout the Southern country. They are 
totally ignorant of the principles of obstetrics, 
and in some instances are the occasion of the 
loss of life. For example, the writer was ap- 
pealed to by one unable to deliver a lady, be- 
cause the negress urged that the cord was 
wrapped around the neck of the child. Copious 
venesection relieved the patient. At another 
time the ignorance of this class permitted the 
placenta to remain for hours in the womb, 
until flooding ensued. This patient was also 
rescued from death. Dr. Hopes, in his “‘ Sys- 
tem of Obstetrics,” inclines to the practice 
where there is a tendency to hemorrhage 
** that two ligatures should be applied and the 
funis divided between them.” 

Among the most interesting cases of sur- 
gery that have occurred are those of tuber- 
culosis of the spine in the children of parents 
of a strumous diathesis. The pathology of the 
disease, I have remarked, in the rural districts 
of the country, if understood, has not been fol- 
lowed by any great good to the little sufferers. 
They are neglected at home, and are left to 
struggle on without treatment. Whereas if 
subjected toa wise hygiene, aided by a suit- 
able mechanical appliance, the symptoms 
«would be ameliorated and less deformity would 


occur. Professor Gross in his “ System of | 


Surgery,’ speaks most encouragingly on this 
subject, and says: “ In the better class of sub- 
jects restoration is the rule, death the excep- 
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tion; and it were well to know that if the case 
be properly managed, excellent cures with lit- 
tle or no deformity may be made, even when 
the disease has already produced considerable 
structural change.” 

The imperfect outline above, briefly pre- 
sented, of the medical statistics of Fauquier, 
would be defective without the notice of a 
most fatal disease which has prevailed for the 
past year, especially among the cattle, and 
designated cholera. It has proved most de- 
structive to milch cows. The loss to the farmer 
from this cause has been very cnosiderable. 
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ASSOCIATION OF MEDICAL SUPERIN- 
TENDENTS OF INSTITUTIONS FOR 
THE INSANE. 

The Twenty-third annual meeting of the Associa- 
tion of Medical Superirtendents of American Insti- 
tutions for the Insane, was held in Staunton, Vir- 
ginia, on June 15, 1869. 

The Association was called to order at 10 A. M., 
by the President, Dr. KIRKBRIDE. 

The following members were present : 

Dr. D. R. Brower, Eastern Lunatic Asylum, 
Williamsburg, Virginia. 

Dr. D. Tilden Brown, Bloomingdale Asylum, 
New York city. 

Dr. John S. Butler, Retreat for the Insane, Hart- 
ford, Conn. 

Dr. A. B. Cabaniss, State Lunatic Asylum, Jack- 
son, Miss. 

Dr. Edward R. Chapin, King’s Co. Lunatic Asy- 
lum, Flatbush, N. Y. 
| Dr. John Curwen, Penn. State Lunatic Hospital, 
| Harrisburg, Pa. 

Dr. F. T. Fuller, Asst. Physician Insane Asylum, 

| Raleigh, N. C. 

Dr. B. Graham, State Lunatic Asylum, Austin, 
Texas. 

Dr. John P. Gray, State Lunatic Asylum, Utica, 
Ba 3% 

Dr. R. Hills, Hospital for the Insane, Weston, 
West Virginia. . 

Dr. C. H. Hughes, State Lunatic Asylum, Fulton, 
Missouri. 

Dr. Wm. P. Jones, Hospital for the Insane, Nash- 
ville, Tenn, 

Dr. Thomas S. Kirkbride, Penn. Hospital for the 
Insane, Philadelphia, Pa. 

Dr. Isaac Ray, Philadelphia, Pa. 

Dr. James Rodman, Western Lunatic Asylum, 
| Hopkinsville, Ky. 

Dr. Francis T. Stribling, Western Lunatic Asylum, 
| Staunton, Va. 











July 17, 1869.] 


Dr. A. M. Shew, General Hospital for the Insane, 
Middletown, Conn. 

Dr. John E. Tyler, McLean Asylum, Somerville, 
Mass. 
Dr. C. A. Walker, Boston Lunatic Hospital, Bos- 
ton, Mass. 

Dr. Joseph Workman, Provincial Lunatic Asylum, 
Toronto, Ontario. 

The minutes of the last meeting were read and 
approved. 

On motion of Dr, Stribling, the President was re- 
quested to appoint the usual standing committees, 
which were subsequently announced as follows : 

Committee on Business: Drs. Stribling, Curran, 
and Hughes. 

Committee on time and place of next annual 
meeting: Drs. Butler, Cabaniss, and Workman. 

Committee on Resolutions, &c.: Drs. Rodman, 
Chapin, and Graham. 

Committee to audit the Secretary’s accounts: 
Drs. Jones and Shew. 

Letters were read, and verbal statements made 
relative to the cause of absence of several members. 

After a recess, to enable them to make up their 
report, the Committee on Business reported the 
order of business for that day and the succeding 
days. A number of invitations were also received 
and referred to the Committee on Business. 

Dr. Walker, after a few preliminary remarks in 
reference to the cause of the death of Dr. Fonerden, 
offered the following resolutions : 

Resolved, That in the death of Dr. John Fonerden, Su- 
perintendent of the Maryland Hospital, Baltimore, this 
Association has lost one of its early and valued members} 
the cause, a tried and faithful supporter ; the community, 
a Christian gentleman; and ourselves, a genial and true- 
hearted friend. 

Resolved, That we sympathize with the Managers of the 
Maryland Hospital for the Insane, in the loss of their de- 
voted, long-serving, and judicious Superintendent. 

Resolved, That our hearts ache for his stricken family in 
their sudden and great beravement. 

These resolutions were unanimously adopted after 
remarks by several members. 

Dr. Gray offered the following resolutions in re- 
lation to the death of Dr. S. E. Shantz: 

Whereas, Since the last meeting ot this Association, 
Dr. Samuel E. Shantz, Superintendent of the Minnesota 
Hospital for the Insane, one of its members, has been 
called away by death, therefore 

Resolved, That while lamenting his early death, and 
while recognizing in the sad event, the hand of God, 
whose ways are not as man’s ways, and who alone doeth 
all things well, we desire to express and record our sense 
of the loss to the Medical profession and to this Associ- 
ation, of a young man of promise, at the very outset of a 
course of honor and usefulness, 

Resolved, That we hereby tender to his early bereaved 
wife, and to his family, our profound sympathy in their 
deep affliction; and that the Secretary of the Association 
be directed to transmit to Mrs. Shantz, and to the family 
of our late associate, a copy of these resolutions. 

These resolutions, after very feeling remarks by 
several members, were unanimously adopted. 
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Dr. Stribling offered the following resolution, 
which was adopted : 

Resolved, That the members of the Medical Profession 
resident in, or visiting Staunton, be cordially invited to 
attend the meetings of the Association. 

Dr. Curwen read a sketch of the history of some 
of the early attempts made to treat insane patients 
in private institutions, with a sketch of such institu- 
tions as now exist. 

Dr. Kirkbride made some statements on the law 
passed by the Legislature of the State of Pennsylva- 
nia, at its last session, on the recommendation of 
the Medical Society of Pennsylvania, based on the 
project of a law passed at the last meeting of this 
association. 

Dr. Ray read a paper on the law of Insanity. 

The Association spent the afternoon visiting and 
examining the wards and other arrangements of the 
Western Lunatic Asylum. 

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 16th. 


The association was called to order at 10 A. M. 
by the President. 

The following members appeared and took their 
seats. 

Dr. Edward Jarvis, Dorchester, Mass. 

Dr. Henry Lander, Malden Asylum, Amherst- 
burg, Ontario. 

Dr. Alex. S. M’Dill, State Hospital for Insane, 
Madison, Wisconsin. 

Dr. Edward Mead, Cincinnati, Ohio. 

Dr. Charles H. Nichols, Government Hospital for 
the Insane, Washington, D. C. 

The Minutes of the last meeting were read and 
approved. 

Dr. Workman offered the following resolution on 
the death of Dr. J. P. Letchfield: 

Resolved, That this association having learned of the 
death of Dr. J. P. Letchfield, Superintendent of the Rock- 
wood Asylum, Canada West, desires to record its appre- 
ciation of the valuable administrative qualities evinced 
by him in the discharge of his official duties, and to ex- 
press to his widow its sincere condolence in the bereave- 
ment to which she has been subject by this dispensation 
of Providence. 

The resolution was adopted : 

On motion of Dr. Walker, it was 

Resolved, That the President be requested to appoint 
members to prepare biographical sketches and memoirs 
of the deceased members. 

The President appointed to prepare the memoir of 
Dr. Fonerden, Dr. Stribling ; for that of Dr. Shantz, 
Dr. Workman, and that of Dr. Letchfield, Dr. Lan- 
dor. 

The committee to audit the Secretary’s acccunts, 
presented their report, showing a balance in his 
hands of $70.67. 

Dr. Curwen presented an invitation from the 
Commissioners for the erection of the Hospital for 
the Insane of the Northern District of Pennsylvania, 
at Danville, Penn’a., to attend the ceremony of lay- 
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ing the corner-stoue of that Institution, on Thursday, 
August 26th, 186), which was accepted. 

The President introduced to the Association Dr. 
Robert Reyburn, delegate of the American Medical 
Association, and Surgeon John Moore, U. S. A., 
President of the Board of Trustees of the Eastern 
Lunatic Asylum of Virginia. 

Dr. Jones offered a resolution; which, after the 
acceptance of an amendment by Dr. Walker, read | 
as follows: 

Resolved, That the proceedings of the Association shall 
henceforth be prepared by the Secretary of the Associ- 
ation, and published, as prepared, in the Journal of In- 
sanity. 

Which was adopted. 

Dr. Workman read a paper on the Inter-relation | 
of Emotional Religious Insanity, and the disturb- 
ances of the re-productive system. 

The Committee to which was referred various | 
resolutions relative to religious services in hospitals | 
for the insane, presented the following resolution, 
which was adopted. 

Resolved, That this Association hereby expresses its ear- 
nest conviction that religious services of some kind, in our 
institutions for the insane, are generally highly salutary 
to their inmates, and should be regularly held, and that 
the Associaiion re-affirms the ninth proposition of the 
series adopted in relation to the organization and manage- 
ment of hospitals for the insane in 1856. 

Dr. Nichols, from the Committee on the Memo- 
rial to Congress, made a verbal report, giving the re- 
sult of the action of Congress, and, on motion, the 
Committee was continued. 

The Association spent the afternoon at the Insti- 
tution for the Deaf and Dumb and Blind, and wit- 
nessed the interesting exhibition by the pupils. 

The Association was called to order at 8 P. M. by 
the President. 

The Chairman of the Committee on the time and 
place of next annual meeting, reported that the Com- 
mittee were unable to come to a decision between 
Hartford and Toronto, and they would refer the 
matter to the Association for decision. 

A vote being taken, Hartford, Conn., was selected 
as the place of next meeting, and tke time the third | 
Wednesday of June, 1870. 

Dr. Nichols presented to the Association the pro- | 
ject of a system of statistics adopted at the Inter- 
national Congress of Alienists, held in Paris in 1867, | 
and on his motion the papers were referred to a com- 
mittee to report at a subsequent session. The com- 
mittee appointed by the Chair was Dr. Jarvis, | 
Nichols and Stribling. 

The Association spent Thursday in visiting and | 
examining Weyer’s Cave. 

The Association was called to order at 93 P. M., 
on Thursday by the Presiient. 

Dr. Jarvis from the committee on: the project of | 
the International Congress of Alienists made a ver- | 
bal report, recommending the publication of the | 
translation of the project in the Journal of Insanity | 
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and asking that the committee be relieved, which 
was agreed to. 

Dr. Jarvis also called. attention to certain facts re- 
lative to taking the next census, particularly in re- 
gard to the insane. 

On motion adjourned to meet at 10 A. M., on 
Friday. 

Fripay, June 18th. 

The Association met at 10 A. M., and was called 
to order by the President. 

Dr. Ray read a paper on certain abnormal condi- 
tions of the mind, occurring after injuries or during 
fever. 

Dr. Walker called attention to the action had last 
year relative to the request of the American Metical 
Association to unite with that body, and called for 
the report of that Committee, which reported pro- 


gress and asked to be continued. 


On motion of Dr. Walker, it was resolved that the 
Committee be continued, and that the subject of the 
chronic insane, referred to by the delegate of the 
American Medical Association, be referred to the 
same Committee. 

Adjourned to meet at 8 P. M. 

The Association spent the afternoon at the Western 
Lunatic Asylum, and met at 8 P. M., and was called 
to order by the President. 

The Committee on Resolutions made the follow- 
ing report, which was adopted by acclamation : 

The Association of Medical Superintendents of 
American*Institutions for the Insane,, now about to 
close its Twenty-Third Annual Session, at Staunton, 
Va., and gratefully appreciating the courtesy and 
hospitality that have attended their sojourn here, 

Resolve, That our thanks are due : 

To the Managers of the Western Lunatic Asylum for 
the opportunity of examining, at our leisure, the arrange- 
We are 
grateful to find so many appliances for the comfort and 
enjoyment of the insane, amd such abundant evidence 
that humanity and liberality characterize the adminis- 
tration, as shown not only in the beautiful grounds and 
ample airing courts, but in many unobtrusive, internal 
comforts which transform the Asylum into a Home. We 
recognize in it all the hand of the experienced, intelligent, 
conscientious and devoted Medical Superintendent, Dr. 
Francis T. Stribling. A service of more than one entire 
generation has not dimmed his vision, nor abated his 
ardor. We congratulate the Managers of the Asylum, 
and the people of this old Commonwealth, upon their 
singular good fortune in having, for so long a period, en- 


| joyed the benefits of his labors. May he be longer spared 


to devote his matured experience and ripened judgment, 
with Christian fidelity, to the best interests of the insane, 
and to the honor of the Old Dominion. 

To the Managers and Teachers of the Asylum for the 
Deaf, Dumb and Blind for the welcome privilege ot wit- 
nessing the exercises of the pupils in the various depart- 
ments—an exhibition of rare interest and excellence, and 
also for their abundant and elegant hospitality. 

To Mr. Abram Mohler, Proprietor of Weyer's Cave, 
for the opportunity of seeing that great natural curiosity 
under the most favorable circumstances. We are indebted 
to him for a day of relaxation and enjoyment, the like of 
which most of us haye never before experienced, and 
which we shall long remember with peculiar pleasure. 
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To Messrs. Peytons & Co., Proprietors of the White 
Sulphur Springs, for an invitation to visit that attractive 
watering-place, and pass a few days there, as their guests 
—an invitation which we find it hard to decline, but which 
we regret we cannot accept consistently with the full ex- 
ecution of the purpose which has called us together here. 


To the Presidents of the various Railroads of Virginia, 
fortheir generous offer to pass the members of this Body 
over their several roads at one-half of the usual rates. 

To such of the good citizens of Staunton as, recogniz- 
ing the fact that our specialty knows no distinction of 
time nor place, of country nor condition, but is in accord 
with the highest humanity of our nature, have extended 
tousthe warm hand of welcome, and have made our 
yisit here an enjoyable fact and a pleasant memory. 

To Mr. Frederick Scheffer, Proprietor of the Virginia 
Hotel, for the use of a Parlor for our meetings, free of 
charge, and for his good-natured and constant efforts to 
secure our comfért while guests at his Hotel. 

To the Managers of the Western Lunatic Asylum for 
their courteous and generous attentions und hospitality, 
and to our old friend and associate, Dr. Stribling, for his 
untiring and most successful endeavors to make our first 
visit to Staunton profitable and pleasant in the highest 
degree. We bid him good-bye with regret, and in the 


Periscope. 





53 


hope that for years to come, we shall enjoy his welcome 
presence at our annual Assemblies. 
For the Committe, C. A. WALKER, 
Chairman. 
Adjourned to meet in Hartford, Conn., on the 
third Wednesday in June, 1870. 
JOHN CURWEN, 
Secretary. 


SULLIVAN CO. MEDICAL SOCIETY. 

The annual meeting of the Sullivan County, N. Y., 
Medical Society, was held at the house of R. B 
Towner, in Monticello, the 9th day of June, 1869, 
Dr. B. G. McCabe, President, in the chair, and 
David Matthews, Secretary. 

The President, Dr. B. G. McCabe, then delivered 
the Annual Address, after which a resolution of 
thanks was offered, and a copy requested for pub- 
lication. 

On motion the Society adjourned to meet on the 
last Wednesday in September, at Liberty. 
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De-Nicotinized Tobacco. 

In the Chicago Medical Journal of February, is 
the following article by T. Williams, M. D., of Mil- 
waukee : 

It is not generally known that tannic acid de-ni- 
cotinizes tobacco. If the bow] of a pipe is filled about 
one-fourth full of tannin, filled up with tobacco and 
smoked, the aroma of the tobacco is almost entirely 
destroyed, and the smoker scarcely feels the effect 
of the tobacco on his nervous system. 
periment the tannin powder does not take up all the 
vaporized nicotine (which is the intoxicating princi- 
ple of tobacco and tobacco smoke), as it passes 
through it. The smoke will at first be entirely free 
from all taste or smell of tobacco, but in a few mo- 
ments it will have formed a passage through the 
tannin, through which it will pass so rapidly that all 
of its nicotine will not be absorbed. 

The experiment is more striking if a bit of sponge 
is saturated with a saturated solution of tannin, and 
placed in the bottom of the pipe. The smoke of the 
first two pipefuls of tobacco will pass out as vapor- 
less and innocent as the smoke of a child’s rattan or 
grape vine cigar, and as devoid of tobacco smell. 
But if several more pipefuls are smoked, the tannin 
having taken up all the nicotine it is capable of neu- 
tralizing, the smoke will begin to pass out with its 
natural taste and aroma. A sponge, after being used 
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| odor. 





In this ex- | any injurious effects, and it is particularly recom- 
| mended to ambitious young gentlemen whom the 





jn this way, acquires a peculiar stale tobacco smoke 
A common pipe may be used in this experi- 
ment, but with it the smoker is very liable to draw 
some of the tannin solution into his mouth, produc- 
ing an unpleasant “green persimmon” puckering. 
The Turkish pipe, which is provided with a reser- 
voir containing water, answers the purpose admir- 
ably. The place for water may be filled with a sat- 
urated solution of tannin; or what is better,—as it 
prevents the unpleasant bubbling noise,—a sponge 
saturated with the solution. 

By changing the sponge often enough, a person 
may smoke as immoderately as he pleases without 


weed in its natural condition “makes sick.” I 
should also suppose that smoking tobacco steeped in 
a saturated solution of tannin, and dried, would be 
equally harmless, but have not tried this latter ex- 
periment. I am not sanguine, however, that man- 
kind will avail themselves of the advantages of this 
discovery. It will be like the Frenchman’s antidote 
to the intoxicating effects of alcoholic potations,—it 
destroys the very effect for which the poison is used! 
The North American Indians were wise, how- 
ever, and availed themselves of this discovery hun- 
dreds of years ago. It is well known what inveter- 
ate smokers the Indians are, and still we never see 
any injurious effects of this habit upon them. This © 
may be due in part to their vigorous constitutions 
and hardy nomadic life, but it is mainly due, I 
think, to the form in which they use their tobacco. 
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Until they learn the habit from the whites, they 
rarely or never use the pure leaf. Their “ Killikin- 
nick”—the agreeable aroma of which once inhaled 
in a wigwam or lumberman’s cabin, can never be 
forgotten,—is composed of equal parts of tobacco 
and the inside bark of a species of the cornus cori- 
cea. Sometimes the admixture of tobacco in it is 
not more than a fourth. This bark is astringent, 
and abounds in tannin, and therefore in a great 
measure neutralizes the effects of the tobacco. The 
fancy brands of smoking tobacco labeled ‘ Killikin- 
nick,” sold by tobacconists in papers, it is needless 
to say, are pure tobacco, and have no real claim to 
the name. The Indian name for the particular 
species of swamp dogwood which they use for 
smoking is “ Kinnikinnick,” hence the name. As we 
learned the art of smoking from the American 
savages, it would be only showing proper respect to 
our tastes to take the weed as they do. They peel 
the inside bark of the shrub, dry it, pound it to a 
powder in their stone mortars, and then mix inti- 
mately with the crumbled tobacco. 


Action of Opium upon the Uterus. 

Dr. P. C. BARKER, M. D., of Morristown, N. J.’ 
has the following article in a recent issue of the New 
York Medical Journal: 

“Parturition consists in the expulsion of the foetus 
and its appendages from the cavity of the uterus, and 
ends in the separation of the child and the mother” 
(Churchill). It is accomplished by means of non- 
striated contractile fibres, which are practically mus- 
cular, and constitute what is generally termed “the 
muscular coat of the uterus.” These fibres are arranged 
in longitudinal oblique and (circular) transverse direc- 
tions. The first two predominate in the body, and 
the latter in the cervix, and particularly in the “os 
uteri externum.” 

Before the expulsive contractions commence which 
terminate the process, these circular fibres should 
relax, and the “os” become widely dilated; but ir- 
regular contractions of the different sets of fibres, or 
contractions of the circular alone (constituting false 
pains), or rigidity of the “os uteri,” due to tonic 
contraction of its circular fibres, often prevent this 
physiological dilatation, and prove the source ot 
great distress to the patient and annoyance to the 
obstetrician. 

It was in cases of this character that I discovered 
in opium a valuable parturient agent. I will narrate 
a few cases, which will illustrate how it became 
manifest to me: 

Case I.—Mrs. H., about twenty-five, a strong and 
healthy woman, primipara, was taken in labor two 
P. M., July 15, 1862. Saw her soon after. Pains 
frequent, and of moderate severity; os dilated suf- 
ficiently to admit the point of the index-finger. 
Head presenting in first position. Left her for half 
an hour, and upon returning found her condition 
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unchanged. Visited her at intervals until late in the 
evening, when, no progress having been made 
ordered antimon. et potass.-tart., gr. 3, every half 
hour. Went home, leaving directions that I shoulg 
be sent for if any change occurred. Messenger came 
for me about two A. M., 16th. No further Cilatation, 
She complained very much of the severity of the 
pains. Tartar emetic, gr. 3, every half hour. No 
improvement resulting, and nausea being constant, 
it was discontinued in the morning, and a stream of 
warm water was thrown upon the os, by means of g 
Davidson’s syringe, for half an hour. This was r- 
peated three times during the morning. 

Two P. M.—Still no dilatation. Patient a little 
feverish, and complaining of being very tired and 
sleepy. Ordered morph.-sulph., 4th, and left her to 
get a little sleep, while I went to attend to other en- 
gagements. Returning about an hour after, I found 
mother and child comfortably asleep side by side, 
About half an hour after taking the morphine she 
had a hard expulsive pain, and before any one could 
leave the house the child was born. The pains had 
not changed in character until just before the ter- 
mination of the labor, nor had she been asleep. 

Case II.—Mrs. O., thirty-five, multipara. Previous 
confinements easy. Taken in labor with her fourth 
child, November, 1863. Pains of same character as 
in Case I. for sixteen hours, producing little dilata- 
tion. At one A. M. gave morph. sulph., gr. } 
hoping to quiet the pains. Left for home, a short 
distance away, and retired at once. Just as I was 
getting asleep, a messenger came for me in hot 
haste, stating that the child was born. Hastily dress- 
ing, I returned in time to remove the placenta. Less 
than three-fourths of an hour had elapsed since I 
quitted the house. She had but one pain, of differ- 
ent character from those which had tormented her 
so long unavailingly, previous to taking the mor 
phine. 


Case III.—Mrs. W., about twenty-four, primipara, 
sent for me early in the evening. Being absent from 
home, my former partner, Dr. F. D. Leute, of Cold 
Spring, N. Y., answered the summons. Upon my 
return, I went to relieve the doctor. There was no 
dilatation, although the pains had been recurring for 
some time. We gave her morph. sulph., gr. 3, and 
went home, giving directions to send for me should 
any change occur. 

On the following day, 1 learned that about half an 
bour after our departure she was seized with severe 
expulsive pains, which terminated the labor before 
a messenger could be dispatched after me. 

It is obvious that morphine was given in these 
cases, as it is usually given by the profession, if at 
all, with the intention of ootaining a respite from 
the pains, in the hope that when they returned they 
would be more efficient. I was surprised in each 
case at the result, although in the first I attributed 
it to the repeated use of the warm douche, from its 
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recognized power in certain cases of this character. 
Jn the succeeding cases I was obliged to look for a 
diferent explanation, and at length concluded that 
the morphine increased the expulsive power of the 
vwody of the uterus to a degree sufficient to over- 
come the circular fibres and connecting tissue of the 
«os uteri.” Further light was thrown upon the sub- 
ect by the following case : 

" Case IV.—Mrs. G., twenty-eight, multipara. In 
labor a number of hours. Os uteri remaining about 
lalf dilated, and rigid. Gave morph. sulph. gr. 4. 
About half an hour after, while making an exam- 
ination during a pain, my first and second fingers 
king applied to opposite sides of the os, in order 
that I might observe the effect of the pain upon its 
hitherto unyielding tissues, I was surprised to feel it 
asily dilating.* 

In this case I suspected that while opium stimu- 
lated the fibres of the body of the uterus (longitudi- 
nal and oblique), it also relaxed the circular fibres of 
the os. Further observation, in a large pumber of 
cases of varied character, has convinced me that 
qpium, mstead of having a general anodync effect 
upon the uterus, possesses this special power as a 
parturient agent.. I say general anodyne effect, for 
while it sometimes quiets uterine contractions (wit- 
ness its universal use for this purpose), yet it is in 
those cases in which the circular fibres are called 
into action alone, or where the longitudinal and 
oblique fibres contract irregularly—in short, in false 
pains. Iam fully persuaded that opium never did 
or can arrest a physiological labor. 

Ihave many times been called to cases in which 
the pains have returned regularly and with increas- 
ing intensity for a number of hours without produc- 
ing dilatation to any extent, and after giving a full 
opiate have had the satisfaction of finding a marked 
improvement after sufficient time had elapsed for its 
absorption, the patient having even harder contrac- 
tions with less distress than before, and the os uteri 
teing speedily dilated. 

During the first stage of a physiological labor, I 
lelieve that the circular fibres of the os are passively 
rlaxed; and that the active, usually gentle, con- 
taction of the fibres of the body of the uterus serves 
‘0 overcome the resistance which the tissues of the 
tervix and os present to dilatation. 





*I will add, forthe benefit of those interested in the 
discussion which some time since appeared in the col- 
uns of one of our medical journals, concerning the 
Wopriety of making forcible attempts to dilate the os 
vith the fingers, that I have for several years practised 
i, and think that I have shortened the first stage of labor 
many times thereby. In cases where the anterior lip has 
wtbeen fully dilated after expulsive pains began, I have 
ilo shortened the second stage by persistently pressing 
upon it until it receded beyond the presenting portion 
of the head, even after it had become cedematous. The 
rationale is quite simple: the tissues being subjected to 
—" pressure, relax sooner than they otherwise 
d. 





Now, if the circular fibres of the os retain their 
tonicity, or if they contract with those of the body 
during a pain (and I have felt them contracting in a 
number of cases), no dilatation can be effected ; or, 
at any rate, it will be with great difficulty, and the 
resulting distress will be greater than when they 
offer only the minimum amount of resistance. 

The cases above narrated and referred to have 
taught me that opium possesses the power of relax- 
ing the circular fibres, at least of the os, and of 
stimulating the longitudinal and oblique fibres into 
active contraction. It is upon these principles that 
opium is exhibited in dysmenorrhcea, when it is de- 
pendent upon spasmodic contractions of the circular 
fibres; or where it is owing to the presence of 
“menstrual decidua,” clots, etc. 

In abortions it is an invaluable remedy, facilitating’ 
dilatation, diminishing hemorrhage, promoting the 
expulsion of the placenta, and lessening suffering. 

Ergot, on the other hand, by causing contraction 
of the circular fibres, retains the placenta, and 
therefore should rarely be given (in abortion) until 
after the feetus and secundines have been expelled. 

Placenta previa.—-I have used opium in three 
cases of placenta previa, one at the sikth month 
and two at term, saving the mother in each instance. 
In another case I attempted to turn, but, having 
made an erroneous diagnosis as to position, the pla- 
centa being planted directly over the os uteri, I in- 
troduced the wrong hand, and, failing to get hold of 
the feet properly so as to bring them down, I de- 
tached the (entire) placenta rather than lose time by 
changing hands. I mistook a R. Occip. Post. for a 
L. O. Anter. position. The hemorrhage ceased at 
once, and the mother subsequently did well. 


I think that opium meets two important indica- 
tions in placentaprevia: 1. It facilitates dilata- 
tion, thus shortening the period of greatest danger. 
2. It promotes the expulsive power of the uterus. 
It also serves to lessen hemorrhage by a special 
hemostatic action. 

It is an interesting fact that, in one of these cases, 
when the respiration was reduced to four in the 
minute by cumulative action of the opium, which 
had been too frequently repeated by mistake, the 
uterus expelled the child with one pain, thus illus- 
trating my statement that opium does not possess 
the power of arresting normal uterine contractions. 

Hour-glass contractions, etc.—While hour-glass, 
cylindrical, or other irregular tonic contractions of 
the uterus (particularly those which occur after the 
expulsion of the foetus) may be (and doubtless are 
sometimes) spontaneous, still in my experience they 
have always seemed to be due to ergot. Since I 
have learned the special power of opium, as set forth 
in this paper, I have used it in these cases with in- 
variable success, although some of the most ap- 
proved obstetric authorities say such use “is objec- 
tionable.”’ 
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I will give the following cases in point : 

Case V.—December, 1864. Mrs. McD., aged 
about thirty-eight. Primipara. Labor progressed 
steadily until the head had fully distended the peri- 
neum. Retrocession followed every pain, and, as 
they were neither strong nor long, no progress was 
made. The vulva, too, was well dilated, andI gave 
f 3 iss. Squibb’s fl. ext. ergot to complete the deliy- 
ery. Fifteen minutes afterward the peculiar con- 
tractions produced by ergot commenced, and the 
child was soon born. Placing my hand upon the 
fundus of the uterus (it having been pressed upon 
by the hand of an assistant while the child was be- 
ing delivered, and the funis tied and severed), I dis- 
covered it to be much elongated, reaching above the 
umbilicus; and, making a vaginal examination, 
found the placenta to be beyond the reach of my 
fingers, and, introducing the hand, discovered it so 
tightly grasped by an hour-glass contraction that I 
could not remove it. Gave morph.-sulph. gr. 3, 
noting the time. A little less than halt an hour 
afterward I was awakened (having fallen asleep 
from great fatigue) by a contraction of the uterus 
under my hand. The placenta was expelled with 
considerable impulse, and the uterus contracted 
down almost entirely below the os pubis (which, by 
the way, judging by my experience, it seldom does, 
teachers and text-books to the contrary notwith- 
standing.) 

Case: VI.--Mrs. S., multipara. A delayed labor 
dependent upon ‘inefficient pains. Gave f 3 iss. 
ergot. The child being born, I delivered the pla- 
centa at once (as I now invariably do after giving 
ergot). A cylindrical contraction immediately fol. 
lowed, the fundus rising considerably above the 
umbilicus, in fact almost as high as the ensiform 
cartilage. The cylinder was about three inches in 
diameter, firmly and uniformly contracted. An 
opiate was given, and in due time a permanent 
globular contraction followed. 

Dr. J. D. Trask, in his essay upon “ Rupture of 
the Uterus,” published in the American Journal of 
Medical Sciences, January and April, 1848, gives 
four cases of rupture of the uterus due to ergot. 
Malgaigne and others have reported similar cases. 
The following case is given to show how this acci- 
.dent might be produced in a diseased or even very 
powerful uterus, as well as to illustrate the appar- 
ently antagonistic effects of ergot and opium upon 
the gravid uterus. 

Case VII.—-Mrs. M., multipara, about thirty-five. 
Previous confinements easy. Present labor not 
worthy of note until the os was nearly obliterated, a 
ring only being left, when dilatation was for some 
unknown reason arrested, and no progress made for 
an hour. The uterine contractions then becoming 
inefficient; gave 3 iss ergot. As soon as the pains 
peculiar to ergot began, I made an examination, and 
found the os less dilated than before, and its fibres 
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contracting with those of the body. Gave gr, 4 
morph.-sulph. Within half an hour the pains hag 
become more like those of a “ physiological labor” 
the os uteri relaxed and became dilated, and the 
expulsion of the child speedily followed. 

I gave opium in this case, with the expectation 
that it would produce a relaxation of the circular 
fibres of the os. It seems to have exerted this 
power in opposition to ergot as effectually as in the 
“hour-glass” and other irregular contractions above 
mentioned. 

It may readily be seen that the simultaneons 
action of the ergot upon the os and body might 
have caused a rupture of the uterus. The eon. 
tractions produced by ergot are continuous. I have 
often observed, however, that they have not beep 
general, but Lave occurred in different sets of fibres 
successively. Herein lies one great danger of its 
use. In these, as well as all other irregular contrac. 
tions of the uterus, I find opium a prompt and re. 
liable remedy. In fact, I now use it in those cases 
of delayed labor dependent on inefficient uterine 
contractions, instead of ergot. 


This property being established, the administra. 
tion of opium admits of wide application in uterine 
therapeutics. In dysmenorrhcea, abortion, irregular 
contractions of the uterus of all kinds, previous, 
during, and subsequent to labor, and in placenta 
previa as an adjuvant to Barnes’s dilator, it will be 
found to be a valuable remedy; more certain in 
desired action (when given under proper indications) 
than any other remedy in our profession. Such at 
least it has been in my hands in quite an extensive 
obstetric experience. 

In dysmenorrhea, opium is given to quiet the 
contractions of the circular fibres (when this variety 
is present). In abortion, it is administered in the 
hope that the pains are caused by irregular contrac- 
tions; and, if there is no dilatation (producing a 
partial separation of the membranes), it will often 
prove unsuccessful. If, on the contrary, the process 
has progressed so far as to render abortion inevita- 
ble, opium promotes it by relaxing the circular 
fibres of the os. It may appear at first strange to 
hear such apparently opposite properties ascribed to 
a remedy; but there is no inconsistency in th 
statement. The irregular (collicky) contractions do 
not constitute abortion, but they may produce it; 
and there is much less risk in a temporarily relaxed 
os uteri without pain, than in a normal condition of 
the os with contractions of any kind in the body. 
In the “ irregular contractions” at term (as in Cases 
V., VI., and VIL.), it acts promptly. 

I will state that cases might have been multiplied 
to a large number illustrating this subject; but the 
practical value of my paper would not have been 
enhanced at all, as the cases selected are as well 0° 
better-marked instances, each of its kind, than avy 
others recorded by me since I commenced my ob 
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grvations seven years ago. (I had previously ob- | sac. My patient now presented three tumors, the 
served its powerlessness in quieting physiological | largest was situated over the coronal suture, a little 
uterine contractions, in the lying-in wards of Belle- | to the left of its junction with the sagittal. He was 


yue Hospital, while an interne.) 

With respect to the mode of administration, I am 
not aware that it makes any difference what prepar- | 
ation of opium is used. I have generally employed | 
solid opium pills, grs. 1 to 3, or morph.-sulph, gr. | 
one-sixth to one-half (the latter given dry on the 
tongue if nausea is present) at term. In abortion, | 

| 


} 
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ifseen early, I give enemas of corresponding strength, 
usually employing from 3 ss to 3 i doses of opii 
tinct. in a tablespoonful of warm water, to be re- | 
peated after three hours if the pains continue, or | 
later, if they return after being quieted. If abortion | 
can not be prevented, the hypodermic syringe and | 
Barnes’s dilator or tampon are preferable. I have | 
not used the hypodermic method at term, having | 
been satisfied with the more gradual effects of ad- | 
ministration by mouth, and besides I have thought | 


that perhaps its rapid absorption into the maternal } 


circulation might be injurious to the child. I have 
never observed any such effects following the ad- 
ninistration by mouth. And, what is very singular, 
itseldom induces somnolency in the mother. 

There are cases in which the os uteri (from pre- 
vious inflammation) is almost, and sometimes en- 
tirely, undilatable, over which opium (in common 
With all other known therapeutic agents) exercises 
no control, and for which the knife is the remedy. 





| and shape when placed in a vessel of water. 
i removed one from another daughter in this family, 
| and there was yet a third child having these tumors 


Hereditary Wens, 

The St. Louis Medical Reporter contains the fol- | 
lowing account of a family with wens on the head, | 
by PauL F. Eve, M. D., Professor of Surgery, 
Missouri Medical College : 

I propose to report some striking facts regarding 
atheromatous tumors under the scalp, which I met 
with in a family near Augusta, Ga., while stationed | 
there during the war: | 

1. Their gregarious or multiple character—a 


dozen having been removed from one head. | - 


2. Their hereditary tendency—a grandmother, 
mother, son (my patient), two sisters and three | 
daughters, all having presented these wens on the 
head. 

3. The great size of some of them—one was 
nearly as large as a small orange or common apple. 

4. The conversion of the contents of some of 
them into a puriform fiuid. 

On the 23d of October, 1864, I removed two en- 
cysted tumors from the head of Mr. L., in South 
Carolina. He gave me the following history bearing 
upon their growth: His grandmother had had a 
Wen on her head, and his mother a very large one, 
Which was ruptured accidentally by coming in con- 
tact with the loom while she was weaving. It re- | 
quired some time and treatment to heal the ulcer 





succeeding the evacuation of the contents of the | 


sixty years old, was a fleshy man of some two hun- 
dred pounds weight. He noticed this growth fifty 
years ago. It was the largest of the kind I have 
ever seen, had become somewhat pendulous, its 
coverings were much attenuated, with varicose veins 
running over its surface, and was of a purpleish 
color. It was about two inches in diameter, ovoidal 
in shape and quite soft on pressure. The ellipsis 
made for its removal required five sutures to close 
the wound. The cyst being very thin, ruptured 
during the dissection, and its contents consisted 
chiefly of a puriform fluid mixe@ with the usual 
caseous-like matter of wens. The more superficial 
of its contents resembled pus, while the fundus con- 
tained a substance like that extracted from a second 
tumor on the summit or vertex of the head, having 
all the characteristics of common atheroma. This 
change in contents was no doubt due to chronic in- 
flammation in the pendulous portion of the sac. 

I next extracted twelve wens from under the 
scalp of one of the daughters of my patient, varying 
in form and size, but generally about that of a large 
marble. Two were extracted from one incision, so 
close together and numerous were they in this case. 
A simple cut exposed them, and with strong forceps 
the cyst, with contents, were removed entire. So 
stout were these sacs that they preserved their size 
I also 


| on the head. The father and these three daughters 


had moreover similar smaller wens developing under 
the scalp. 

During my sojourn in St. Louis I met with a lady 
who has several wens on her head, one large 
enough to interfere with her dressing the hair. Her 
daughters objected to their removal. 


Rubber Cloth in Skin Diseases. 
The following translation of an interesting articie 
by Prof. Hesra, of Vienna, is from the Boston 
Med. and Surg. Jour. 

During my last visit to Paris, Prof. Hardy told me 
that he frequently used vulcanized rubber cloth 
(toile caoutchougee) in the treatment of eczema, 
with good effect, applying it “pure et simple” upon 
the affected parts. As there happened to be no case 
at the time in Hardy’s clinic to illustrate its use, I 
was obliged to be satisfied with the information 
alone, and to undertake an independent examination 
of its effects on my return. This I have been doing 
for the last year, and would now make known the 
results of such treatment. 

It was to be expected a priori, considering the im- 
permeability of caoutchouc to watery liquids, that 
the evaporation of the volatile secretions of the skin 
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would be prevented, and tleir collection in the form 
of drops between the rubber cloth and the skin fa- 
vored by its application. Now as every liquid, in- 
cluding the normal secretions of the skin, tends to 
soften and macerate the epidermis by long contact, 
it was principally the therapeutic effect of such 
maceration that was to be looked for here. It was, 
therefore, a continual warm bath in the individual’s 
Own cutaneous secretions which was used upon the 
affected parts, and it might be expected the results 
would be similar to those obtained by the “ continual 
bath.”* 

This supposition, however, has been only partially 
realized, and principally when pure caoutchouc has 
been used instead of the vulcanized cloth, With the 
latter there must also be taken into account the ma- 
terial used in the process of its manufacture, espe- 
cially the sulphur ; so that wrappinga part in vulcan- 
ized rubber cloth, to continue the above comparison, 
might be likened to a continual warm sulphur-bath. 


In using this comparison, however, it should not 


be forgotten that the normal cutaneous fluid secre- 
tions differ widely from common water, and, more- 
over, that the acids and salts they contain, as well 
as the fatty matters which are 1eadily converted into 
the fatty acids by the rapidly ensuing decomposition, 
exert on long contact with the skin a very different 
action from ordinary or sulphur water, and that on 
this account these elements cannot be disregarded in 
judging of the therapeutical action of caoutchouc. 
From this point of view, as well as from that of ex- 
perience, which teaches that morbid appearances are 
often produced upon the skin by the action of its de- 
composed secretions, I was not disposed to expect 
any very favorable result from its employment. 
But on the other hand, as it is well known that the 
same means which, under some circumstances, will 
produce eczema, will, under others, cure diseases of 
the skin, I abandoned this over-hasty criticism, and 
awaited the results of a careful trial. How far my 
opinion was justified by the result, will be seen by 
what follows. 

But before mentioning the affections and the indi+ 
vidual cases treated by the caoutchouc, I will first 
describe, more particularly, the material employed. 
The rubber cloth (toile caoutchougee) consists of 
ordinary cotton, which is first coated with a solution 
of caoutchouc, and then submitted to the process 
known as vulcanizing. This consists in sprinkling 
the stuff with a mixture of caoutchouc and sulphur, 
and exposing it to a high temperature under a pres- 
sure of sixteen atmospheres. The material obtained 
in this way is gray, black, or of any other desirable 
color, flexible, impermeable to watery fluids, smooth 
and polished on one surface, dull and rough on the 





* The “ continual bath ” here spoken of is a method of 
treatment introduced by Prof. Hebra, and used in certain 
chronic skin diseases and extensive burns. The patient is 
kept in warm water day and night constantly, sometimes 
for two or three months.—TRANSLATOR. 


Periscope. 
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other, and smells of caoutchouc and sulphur. Qj, 
as well as all fats, and alcohol, dissolve this layer of 
caoutchoue, thus destroying its desirable qualities 
and rendering it useless for the purpose in question, 
It can be worked like any other cloth, that is, be cut, 
sewed, and its surfaces be made to adhere by means 
of a cement containing caoutchouc. These proper. 
ties led me not only to apply it simply, as Hardy ad. 
vised, to the affected parts, but I had various pieces 
of clothing made of it, for instance, caps for the head, 
bags in which to envelop various regions of the body, 
gloves, stockings, and, finally, entire drawers, with 
aud without feet attached, as well as shirts and 
blouses. Besides these, I had some of the ordinary 
gum-elastic (not vulcanized) made into ban 
and glove, and convinced myself that this might also 
be used. 


As to the diseases in which I employed it, it wil 
be readily understood that its effect was tried no; 
only in eczema (as Hardy advised), but in many 
other affections of the skin, especially in cases where 
it was desirable tu soften and macerate dry and hard 
masses of epidermis, as in psoriasis, ichthyosis, tylo- 
sis, pityriasis, &c. In burns of mild degree, also, in 
variola, and in some cases of pruritus cutaneus in 
old people I tried the rubber garments, and found 
especially favorable results to follow. 


After this general explanation, we will now de- 
scribe the individual cases treated by the czoutchoue 
method, beginning with those of eczema. We have 
submitted every variety of this affection, from E. 
squamosum to E. impetiginosum, to this treatment, 
making use either of closely applied pieces, roller 
bandages, or the whole garments. In every case the 
smooth side of the vulcanized cloth was laid in con 
tact with the skin, from which the collections of 
morbid products, the scales, crusts, &c., had been 
previously removed, although in some cases the cloth 
was applied for the sake of experiment above these. 
On removing the cloths, at the end of 12 or 14 hour 
they were found very moist, often entirely soaked 
through, and the fluid, which had collected on the sur- 
face of the skin in considerable quantity, of a pene- 
trating smell, worse even than that of the “ stinking 
foot-sweat.” The skin itself, however, when cleans- 
ed from the diseased products thus softened, appear- 
ed odorless and only reddened, more or less robbed 
of its epidermis, moist and shiny. 'The sensations 
of the patient during their application were not a 
all unpleasant, there being no pain or itching. After 
their removal, itching generally came on, and, unless 
they were renewed within a half hour or so, a feel 
ing of contraction and pain also, so that the patients 
longed for their immediate reapplication. If the 
treatment was continued in this way, the whole 
series of symptons gradually diminished—the moist- 
ening, redness, itching and pain—and in many cases 
the cure of the eczema was seen to be complete in 
he course of two months. 
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But as it is known that under other treatment the 
cure of eczema may be effected in this period of time 
the question arises what advantage the caoutchouc 
method offers over others, such as by ung. diachyli, 
tar, zine, sublimate, &c. 

The answer must be, that, although in general no 
excessive advantage can be attributed to the caout- 
chouc, nevertheless there are cases in which this new 
remedy can be used with especial profit. I refer 
here particularly to eczema of the hands, fingers, 
flexures of the joints, scrotum and feet, in which the 
application of salves, &c., is not only attended by 
much inconvenience to the patient, but in which also 
the caoutchouc preparations are able to afford a 
much more speedy relief to the pain produced by the 
fissures, inasmuch as such parts can be kept con- 
stantly moist by the easy application of the gloves, 
cots, bandages, suspensories and stockings employ- 
ed. Although, therefore, no new panacea has been 
introduced into dermato-therapeutics by the use of 
caoutchouc in the treatment of eczema, it must still 
be regarded as a very valuable addition to our means 
of cure, and all the more as it does not prevent the 
helping use at the same time of other known reme- 
dies. Thus in many cases the cure of eczema is 
powerfully assisted by the simultaneous use of 
schmierseife, baths, douches, tar preparations, &c., 
and these latter in turn made more servicable by the 
application of the caoutchouce cloths. 

Of the other affections of the skin it was especially 
the hardened concretions of epidermis in pityriasis, 
xerosis, and psoriasis palmaris, as well as in tylosis 
plant pedis, in which caoutchouc gloves and stock- 
ings were successful in easing the pain of their pain- 
ful cracks, and causing them to heal even by pro- 
longed use. In some cases of burns of the second 
degree upon the hands and feet we tried the treat- 
ment by persistent application of the caoutchouc 
cloth, and it succeeded perfectly, although I cannot 
eoncede to it any advantage over cold or warm water 
fomentations or applications of ordinary cerate, oil 
and lime-water, &c. In order to soften the epider- 
mal coverings of the efflorescences in variola, so as 
to favor their discharge and the absorbption of their 
contents, I tried similar appiications of the rubber 
cloth, enveloping certain of the extremities in rubber 
bags, and changing them every 24 hours in order to 
cleanse them and the skin. The course of the 
pocks was not the least altered, but the maceration 
of the thick epidermis of the planta pedis and vola 
manus thus effected materially helped in preventing 
the pains which so frequently occur in these locali- 
ties, and on this account I can strongly recommend 
this method in variola. 

But it was in four cases of general itching of the 
skin that this treatment was most beneficial, which, 
although partially associated with eczema, did not 
occur upon the eczematous parts, and therefore were 
properly regarded as pruritus cutaneus senilis ( pru- 
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rigo senilis autorum). The patients were four old 
men between 65 and 75 years, one of whom only I 
treated in the hospital, the other three ( Prince F. 
S., Count Cz., Baron E.) in private practice in con- 
nection with their attendant physicians. With all 
four I had a complete suit of rubber clothing made 
and worn next the skin, at first day and night.— 
Morning and evening the garments were either 
changed, or where, as in the hospital, only one suit 
was provided, this was removed for a short time, 
cleansed and again put on. The effect show- 
ed itself in each case the first day even; perspiration 
became more abundant, the itching and tension of 
skin entirely ceased, and sleep, which had been dis- 
turbed, returned. All the patients expressed them- 
selves as much relieved, and submitted with great 
pleasure to the continued treatment. After the 
lapse of some weeks the rubber clothing was worn 
only either during the night or for an hour at a time 
during the day, until finally it was removed after 
complete cure in each case. The accompanying 
eczema was all the more easily treated by the ordin- 
ary remedies (tar preparations ), as the coverings 
modified and mitigated the odor as well as concealed 
the stain they produced. To prevent misunderstand- 
ing, let me again draw attention to the fact that the 
caoutchoue bandages were of themselves sufficient to 
allay the distressing itching, which compelled the 
patients to scratch and deprived them of sleep, and 
that the tar preparations were only used when sooner 
or later the ordinary symptoms of eczema showed 
themselves. 


a 
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The Physiology of Woman, and her Diseases 
from Infancy to Old Age. By C. Morrill, M. D., 
author of sundry medical essays, lectures on pop- 
ular physiology, ete. Sixth Ed., Boston, James 
Campbell, 1869. 1 vol. pp. 438, price, $1.50. . 
This aims to be a popular treatise on the sexual 

physiology and pathology of woman, a treatise to 

set forth scientific matters of value in language 
suitable to the general reader. The aim is most 
praiseworthy. Just such a volume is wanted. But 

a more utter inadequacy of means to ends we rarely 

have seen displayed. Who C. Morrill, author of Sun- 

dry Medical Essays, is, we have not the least idea; but 
what he is, how much he knows on the subject of 
gynecology is too plainly evident. His sole au- 
thorities are such antiquated tomes as those of 

Dewees, Denman, Dixon, and the other worthies of 

past generations. The crudest surmises are united 

to grave repetitions of exploded theories. Passages 
are borrowed without acknowledgement from Men- 
ville and Michelet, and thread-bare anecdotes are 
retailed as new. 

Even this poer material is most lamely put to- 
gether. An air of pedan try would repel the reader, 
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even if the book were worth reading. The author 
affectedly heads his paragraphs with Latin words, 
applicata, gesta, percepta, cireumfusa, and such like 
jargon, which has no existence either in medical or 
popular language. Mistakes of fact occur constantly, 
and as far as information is concerned we can not 
put this book above “ Becklard’s Marriage Guide” or 
the otber volumes of a similar character which are 
sold “on the sly.” The paper, print, and engravings 
are as poor as the composition, and why the pub- 
lisher of the ‘“‘Gynsecological Journal” should get 
out such a book, we cannot see. 

The Journal of the Gynecological Society of 
Boston, devoted to the advancement of the knowl- 
edge of the Diseases of Women. Edited by Drs. 
Winslow Lewis, H. R. Storer, and G. H. Bixby. 
James Campbell, Boston, Mass. Monthly, $3.00 
ayear. Vol. 1, No. 1. 

The Journal of this young society dashes into the 
arena with a decidedly militant air. It touches up 
the “ venerable weekly ” which has been so long the 
one medical organ of Boston; it hints at the very 
utset the organizatison ofa new medical school “ more 
alive to the wants of the age” than that respectable 
concern attached to Harvard College, and the pub- 
lisher, in an amusing salutatory of half a dozen pages, 
congratulates himself and the world on having for 
editors such men as Dr. LEWIs, who, though seventy 
years of age, “retains so much of the fire and pro- 
gressive tendencies of youth ;” as Dr. STORER, vari- 
ously judged, he tells us, as “ enthusiastic, empiric, 
egotist, fool,” and as Dr. BixBy, whose “blood 
boiled in his veins” when “the Rebellion broke out,” 
and who rushed from Europe to take charge of a 
hospital boat on the Mississippi river, which perilous 
and arduous post, we are glad to learn, he filled with 
conspicuous success. Mr. CAMPBELL kindly gives us 
a biography of each of these gentlemen, for which 
no doubt, posterity will duly thank him, even if the 

resent degenerate age laughs. 

These idiosyncrasies aside, which we gladly at- 
tribute to its youth, the Journal promises to be a 
very good one indeed, and exceedingly interesting. 
It deserves, and no doubt it will have, a paying cir- 
culation. It contains excellent articles by Drs. 
Field, Storer and Gerould, and we urge all our sub- 
scribers who are interested in the Diseases of Wo- 
men to give it their support. We will cheerfully 
forward their names. 


2 


THE MILK OF THE Sow.—Of all milks, that 
from the sow is the richest and most nutritious. It 
contains 50 per cent. more of solid constituents, 
such as butter, cheesy matter, and sugar, than does 
the lacteal produce of the cow. This is shown ina 
recent analysis by Professor Cameron, of Dublin. 
He appears to be only the second chemist who has 
examined the secretion. Curiously, the milk of the 
sow is generally absent from lists of milk analyses ; 
the reason doubtless being the difficulty of securing 
specimens. 
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Another Victim. 

Again it is our duty to chronicle a death by pro- 
duced abortion. It occurred in Middletown, Con- 
necticut. The victim was Margaret Dorcas, a young 
woman twenty years of age. She had complained 
of severe diarrhoea for several days. Drs. Courrie’ 
and Sloan were called in. When asked why she 
had not done something to stop it, she said that she 
had her reasons. The doctors soon after discovered 
that she was pregnant, and asked her if she had 
taken any medicine. She replied that she had ; and, 
being asked by Dr. Sloan who had given her the 
medicine, she replied, “ Dr. Johnson.” Per contra, 
Dr. Johnson testified : “ Ido not know the deceased; 
was never called to see her; she never called upon 
me for medicine that I know of.” 

One of the physicians who appeared before the 
Coroner’s Jury made the statement, that within the 
corporate limits of Middletown, the practice of 
which this young lady was the last victim, is alarm- 
ingly prevalent, and that not only by the use of 
drugs, but by other violent methods, the crime of 
foeticide is constantly being committed. 

How long is this to last? Are there no means in 
law, religion, or medicine to check this evil ? 


The Gynecological Society of Boston 
Promises to be an efficient ageney in the advance- 
ment of our knowledge of all that appertains to the 
management of diseases affecting women. Meetings 
are held every two weeks for the reading of essays 
and discussions. The Society has commenced the 
publication, monthly, of a journal of 64 pages, de- 
voted to the advancement of the knowledge of the 
Diseases of Women, which we notice in another 
column. 

We wish this Society, as we do every agency that 
is calculated to aid our profession in the discharge 
of its interesting and important duties, abundant 
success. We feel duly grateful for the honor con- 
ferred in our own election as a corresponding 
member of the Society. 


Dampness in Safes. 

According to a correspondent in the Druggists’ 
Circular dampness in safes can be entirely prevent- 
ed by simply putting a lump of gum camphor among 
the papers, ete. 


Organic Synthesis. 

The last number of Liebig’s Annalen announces 
the fact, that the direct transformation of the acids 
of the fatty series into corresponding alcohols has 
been effected by Linnemann. It was accomplished 
by the action of sodium-amalgam on anhydrous 
acid. This important discovery supplies the missing 
link required to pass step by step up the ladder trom 
the simplest alchohol (wood-spirit), up to the 
| highest, wax alcohol.—British Med. Journal. 
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sa” Medical Society and Clinical Reports, Notes and 
Observations, Foreign and Domestic Correspondence, 
News, etc., etc., of general medical interest, are respect- 
fully solicited. 

Articles of special importance, such especially as re- 
quire original experimental research, analysis, or obser- 
yation, will be liberally paid for. 

s@ To insure publication, articles must be practical, 
brief as possible to do justice to the subject, and carefully 
prepared, 80 as to require little revision. 

We particularly value the practical experience of coun- 
try practitioners, many of whom possess a fund of infor- 
mation that rightfullv belongs to the profession. 
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other druggists of this city, and TILDEN & 
Co., of New York, prepared, and, we believe, 
still prepare large quantities of the fluid ex- 
tract, and the preparation recommended by 
us, made with honey. There was, for a time, 
certainly, a brisk demand for the root. The 
“* Eclectics ’’ immediately introduced the hy- 
drangea into their materia medica, and we be- 
lieve it is now, with them, a standard drug. 
We firmly believe that if we had made a 
proprietary medicine of our form of prepa ra- 
tion of the hydrangea, and expended one-half 
the energy upon introducing it, that we have 
in the legitimate walks of our profession, we 
would have made a valuable medicine popu- 
lar, and be now paying government a round 


| sum annually as tax on granite or brown-stone 


TO SUBSCRIBERS. 

The 21st volume of the MEDICAL AND SUR- 
GICAL REPORTER began on July 3rd. 
large number of subscriptions are due from 
that date, and we look to a prompt response 
to the bills already sent out and being sent.— 
Our bills always call for PAYMEN?P IN AD- 
VANCE. 

As we are about to reduce our stock of odd 
back numbers of the REPORTER, in order to 
make room, it is desirable that all who wish 
to complete their files should notify us by the 
l0thof August. Bills will be sent with the 
numbers ordered. 

We can still supply a few complete sets or 
volumes from the commencement, bound or un- 


bound. They should be applied for soon, as 


they will soon be exhausted. 


THE HYDRANGEA ARBORESCENS, 

In our inaugural thesis for the degree of 
Doctor of Medicine at the University of Penn- 
sylvania, in 1850, we presented to the notice 
of the profession the Hydrangea Arborescens, 
for the purpose of removing small calculi and 
sabulous deposits fromthe bladder. We gave 
a number of cases in which it had been used 
with apparently marvellous success. The 
essay was recommended for publication and 
was subsequently published in the New Jersey 
Medical Reporter, in 1851. 

For a time the proposed remedy attracted a 
good deal of attention, and was used with 





much satisfaction by a number of physicians, 
and the results published. PARRISH, and | 


| fronts, income from sales, etc. 


An opportunity is unexpectedly afforded us 


| of once more pressing the claims of this drug 
on the notice of the profession. 


In a business 
note Dr. T. N. TAyMAN, of Galena, Kent Co., 
Maryland, says : 

“T think you are the same Dr. BUTLERI wrote to 
some years ago in regard to mulberry calculi from 
which I was then suffering. You had the kindness 
ou that occasion to recommend to me Fluid Extract 
of Hydrangea, and kindly sent me several medical 
journals treating on the same disease. I avail my- 
self of the opportunity of returning to you my sin- 
cere thanks for the kindly interest you took in my 
behalf at the time, and to say to you, with emotions 
of gratitude, that the suggestions you were pleased 
to make, have been highly satisfactory in my own as 
also to many others to whom I have administered 
the same remedy in my daily rounds among the 
sick. 


SOME VITAL STATISTICS, 

We have before us the report of the City 
Registrar of Boston for 1868. It contains some 
points of general interest. 

The birth rate of Boston is one to every 
33.79 persons. This is lower than in any 
European nation except France and Belgium. 
The Registrar remarks : 

“* When it is remembered that in 1851 there 
was one birth in Boston to every twenty-six 
poeans arene the present birth-rate (one to 

3.79) will not fail to attract the notice of all 
whoare interested in vital satistics, andawaken 
something more than curiosity. Whether pru- 
dential motives, or something worse, or both 
together, lie at the root of the matter, the dis- 
agreeable fact remains, and challenges serious 
consideration. Apart from the medical jour- 
nals of the country, this subject seems to re- 
ceive little notice ; andeven in them the dis- 
cussions are of a spasmodic character, and 
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gradually taper of into scientific disputations, | 


which neither cure the evil, nor point to a 
remedy.”’ 

But even this ugly proportion is much bet- 
ter than in New York or Philadelphia, if we 
may trust the city reports. 

The following is a comparative statement of 
the births in the cities of New York, Phila- 
delphia and Boston : 








New YorK. | PHILADELPaIA.| Boston. 
Population,....1,100,000 | | -—«800,000 | ~—=—-240,000 
17,259 7,102 


ABirthtoevery. 87.37 





There can be no doubt that the number of 
births returned in the two first-named cities 
are far below the actual number that occurred 
there. Either the laws in the two places are 
very loosely enfored, or their system of regis- 
tration is at fault. In eithercase, the contrast 
afforded by Boston (where but very few births 
escape registration,) is creditable to the law 
in operation in Massachusetts. 


The following statement of the deaths in 
Boston, New York and Philadelphia, will 


show how the mortality in the first named | 


place compares with that of the last two. The 
reports of the deaths in New York and Philadel- 


phia are not liable to the same objections that | 
exist against the returns of births and marriages. | 


As every interment requires a permit for re- 
moval, the mortality in each place is undoubt- 
edly correctly stated : 

Boston, 1 death to 43.48: New York, 1 to 
44.19. Philadelphia, 1 to 59.74. 

New York has long borne the unenviable 
reputation of being little less than a plague 
spot. Those who have been accustomed so to 
regard it, will be somewhat surprised to learn, 
that, notwithstanding its fifth, and the free- 
and-easy way in which public matters are con- 


ducted, its bill of mortality has a more agree- | 
able appearance than that of Boston; while | 


Notes and Comments. 


[Vol. xxi, 


Notes and Comments. 


A Private Hospital for Mental Dissases. 

We lately paid an agreeable visit to Clifton Hall, 
an institution near Philadelphia for the treatment of 
diseases of the mind. The establishment is admi- 
rably conducted by Dr. R. A. Given, whose skill in 
this branch of science is abundantly proven by the 
favorable results he has produced. 

The location is beautiful and salubrious; the house, 
though possessing all the safe guards and appliances 
of a public hospital, in external appearance and in- 
ternal arrangements, presents nothing to unfavora- 
bly impress the inmates; the patients of both sexes, 
the Superintendent and his household, take their 
meals at a common table, which is liberally supplied, 
and differing in its appointments in no respect from 
the tables of the educated classes elsewhere. 

Music, games, etc., are abundantly supplied, and 
we take pleasure in recommending the institution to 
our professional brethren as thoroughly worthy 
their confidence. Dr. Given may be addressed 
| “ Clifton Hall, Kellyville, Delaware Co., Penna.” ; 





| 
| The Next Census. 


A census committee, appointed by the late Con- 
| gress, is in session in Washington. We trust that 
they will adopt such rules and regulations as will 
; make this the best census that has ever been taken. 
There are now five candidates for the office of 
| Superintendent, each of whom denies that he is an 
| applicant, namely: Dr. Kennedy, the late Superin- 
| tendent, Dr. Hough, prominent in the last New 
York enumeration, Dr. Walker, of the Statistical 
Bureau, Dr. Jarvis, of Dorchester, Mass., and Dr. 
| Barnard, present Commissioner of Education. 
There are some excellent names in this list—but 
we trust that the claims of so eminent and practical 
a statistician as Dr. Epwin M. Snow, of Provi- 
dence, R. I., is known to be, will not be overlooked, 
We should be sorry to hear that any of these gentle- 
men had descended into the political arena for the 
sake of obtaining the position; but let it be con- 
ferred on the one who is best qualified to fill it. 





Philadelphia outstrips both in an extraordi- | 


nary degree. 





Malt Extract. 

Make 2 pounds fresh ground malt to a paste with 
cold water, and stir in hot water until the mixture 
has reached a temperature of 158 degrees F. Let 
stand at this temperature till all the starch has been 
converted into dextrin ( until tinct. iodine no more 
colors it blue ); this will take about 2 hours. Wash 
several times with water, and evaporate to the pro- 
per consistency.—BUCHNER, Neues Repetor. 


Jersey City Charity Hospital. 


The formal opening of the Jersey City Charity 
Hospital, under the control of the Medical Board, 
composed of physicians and surgeons appointed by 
the Common Council for its special management, 
and located at the foot of Washington street, took 
place on Wednesday, June 9. A number of sur 
geons and physicians were present. Dr. J. W. Hust, 
President of the Medical Board, delivered an appro- 
priate address. At present there are 30 patients it 
the hospital. 
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Cessation of the Revista Medico Quirurjica y 
Dentistica. 


The proprietors of the Revista Medico Quirurjica 
y Dentistica announce the suspension of their jour- 
nal. This is due solely to the political troubles now 
existing in the Spanish West Indies. 

Publication will be resumed it is hoped in Jan- 
uary, 1870. 

Nearly every Medical Journal in the United States 
has exchanged with the Revista ; and for this kindly, 
recognition of their effort, the editors desire to ex- 
press their thanks. 


Fee-Bills. 

We have received from Dr. HorNER, of Fauquier 
county, Virginia, a fee-bill of the society of that 
county. 

We should be glad to see a uniform bill of charges 
adopted by the profession, and recommend’ such a 
step to the notice of all medical societies. 


Formula for Giving Quinia. 
A correspondent furnishes the following formula, 
intended to cover the bitter taste of quinia: 
R. Quiniz sulphatis, 
Syrup sarsap. comp., 
Acidi tannici, 
Ol. Menthe Piperite, 


gr. xxiv. 
£ Sil. 
gr. iij. 


gtt. v. M. 
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That Case of “Cancer.” 

EDITORS OF MED. AND SuR. REPORTER: 

The published report of Mrs. Dr. T. G. Morris’ 
case, (of Liverpool, Perry county, Pa.,) under the 
caption of “a case of cancer,” which appeared in 
your excellent journal May 15th, page 367, current 
vol. has attracted the notice, and excited the curiosity 
of a number of medical men who perused it, some 
of whom enjoyed the acquaintance of the excellent 
lady who was the subject of it, during the later years 
of her life. Among this number are at least two of 
those, who according to the published report, “‘ were 
called in to the case, but failed to properly diagnose 
it.” “Some supposing it to be an ‘ovarian tumor’ 
‘or ‘cancer of the uterus,’ some ‘a displacement of 
the liver’ or ‘right kidney,’ others a ‘a case of hy- | 
datid.’” (Hydatid of what?) Then after regaling 
your readers with this formidable array of diverse 
opinions entertained by Mrs. M’s medical advisers 
we are informed that the “ general conclusion ” was 
an “iliac cancerous tumor” of large dimensions.— 
Almost in the next sentence we are gravely informed 
that “upon a post mortem examination having been 
made by Drs. CAsE, RITTER, Esy and RuTTER.”— 
A “ cancerous tumor about the size of a child’s head 
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presented itself,” thus confirming the “ general con- 
clusions” alleged to have been reached by Mrs. M’s 
medical attendants, although “they failed to pro- 
perly diagnose the tumor,” and as we are led to be- 
lieve according to the report, entertained widely dif- 
ferent views in regard to it. Notwithstanding all 
this, if the result of this post mortem examination is 
correctly reported, paradoxical as it may-seem, the 
“ general conclusions,” of those who committed the 
error, in diagnosis, were in perfect accord with the 
revelations of the cadaver. 


We are left in the dark as to the particular organ 
affected, or part that was the seat of the “cancer,” 
which is to be regretted. Whether the language 
employed in the published report (from which we 
quote,) fairly represents the views of the gentlemen 
who furnished it or not, we have no means 
of judging; but some of the assertions and state- 
ments contained therein are, to say the least of them, 
at variance with the following facts, as obtained 
from the patient and her husband, relatiing to the 
history of the case, by the writer, viz: That Mrs. M., 
had suffered from chronic derangement of the liver, 
and constipation, for more than twelve years pre- 
vious to her last illness, and was in the habit of fre- 
quently taking purgatives for relief. The illiac tu- 
mor only manifesting itself some three months prior 
to her decease. There had been exposure to cold, 
and a ride of sixteen miles and return, over a rough 
road after the pain and soreness in the illiac region 
had commenced, when all the symptoms became 
much aggravated. The next point we take excep- 
tion to is the alleged difference of opinion. So far 
as known there was perfect unanimity of sentiment 
in regard tothe case, among the medical gentlemen 
who were professionally concerned in it. Whether 
these opinions were correct or otherwise remains to 
be proven yet, and we are willing to submit them, 
together with such evidence as is deemed important, 
to the intelligent and enlightened readers of your 
Journal for their decision. The post-mortem ex- 
amination was conducted by the gentlemen above 
named, in the absence of the attending and consult- 
ing physicians. Not one of them was present 
to witness this eminently proper proceeding, to as- 
sist with their “skill” and previous knowledge of the 
case, in elucidating its character, or to defend their 
views against misrepresentation. How these views 
were discovered is a mystery, since they were never 
promulgated to the gentlemen who officiated at the 
autopsy. The description of the seat of the tumor, 
its location and anatomical relations, etc., are detailed 
with sufficient minuteness to render its genera 
characteristics intelligible to your readers, for this 
we feel obliged, but are forced to object to the char- 
acter given of the morbid production, viz: “ Cancer- 
ous tumor,” and most respectfully ask, in the inter- 
est of medical science, as well as for our own en- 
lightenment, some additional evidence upon this 
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point, from those who so peremtorily asserted that 
the disease “‘ was not properly diagnosed.” 

First. What part of the colon was adherent to the 
diseased mass? Second. Was there a direct com- 
munication between the colon and cavity, or ‘‘ cells” 
of the tumor? Third. By what means was the 
cancerous nature of the tumor determined? Was 
there a microscope used on the occasion, or were the 
visual organs of the gentlemen capable of discerning 
cancer cells unassisted by the microscope? Do can- 
cerous growths form adhesions to neighboring parts 
and visceri, as this one seems to have done? These 
questions, fairly answered, will, in our opinion, settle 
the question as to diagnosis. Having given a brief 
history of this interesting case, which, as will be ob- 
served, conflicts in one important particular with the 
published one, viz., the length of time Mrs. M. suf- 
fered from this tumor, (which was, in reality, an 
acute affection, and only existed some three months 
instead of “a few years” before her death,) it is 
proper that your readers should have a description 
of the symptoms the case presented when the writer 
first saw it, on the 20thof March last, and one month 
before its fatal termination. They were, in brief, 
the symptoms that define a stercoraceous abscess, 
and such as characterize phlegmonous inflammation 
in other parts of the body. These are so plainly de- 
fined by Prof. Gross, in his admirable treatise on 
surgery, vol. 2, page 633, 634, (who has written 
moe on this subject than any other author I am fa- 
mniliar with,) that I will quote his own language in 
describing the symptoms of the disease under con- 
sideration. 

‘‘Great local uneasiness, and constitutional dis- 
turbance, severe and protracted rigors, irritability of 
stomach, sleeplessness, and great prostration. The 
integuments elevated into a distinct tumor, exquis- 
itely tender to the touch, and marked by an erysipe- 
latous blush, with an appearance of cedema.” Fluc- 
tuation not detected, but the presence of air in the 
tumor readily appreciated by the ear and by percus- 
sion, also evident to the patient. A more faithful 
description of the symptons could not have been 
written than is there laid down as a guide to the 
diagnosis of the ailment she was suffering from. 

After Dr. T. G. Morris (the patient’s husband), 
Dr. Dock, of Harrisburg, Pa., was the first physi- 
cian called in to examine and prescribe for her, who 
gave as his Opinion that the disease was illiac abscess, 
or threatened abscess around the ccecum, and very 
properly employed means to effect resolution of the 
inflammation, but owing to his own health being 
delicate, he was compelled to abandon the case, 
when the writer succeeded him, fully coinciding in 
views of case, and continued in attendance from 
that time until her death, some four weeks after- 
wards. 

Dr. D. M. CRAWFORD, of Mifflintown, Pa., was 
finally called in consultation, who corroborated and 
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sustained the views previously expressed by Dr, 
Dock and myself. After failing to procure resolu- 
tion, means were employed to promote suppuration; 
emollients locally nutrients and stimulants, and 
opium internally constituted the treatment. An in- 
cision was proposed, but the measure was not ac 
ceded to by the patient. It was believed the abuse 
of purgatives and exposure to cold caused the mis- 
chief, resulting: in inflammation of the coecum and 
vermiform appendix, giving rise to adhesions, and by 
absorbing the wall of adjacent part of colon, or by 
ulceration, foecal matter escaped into the abscess, 
The products of inflammation in this situation, 
differing as they do from the ordinary results of that 
morbid action in other parts of the body, and the 
ill elaborated pus might readily deceive the unwary 
and be mistaken for malignant disease by inexpe- 
rienced or careless observers. 
P. L. GREENLEAF, M. D, 





















Thompsontown, Pa. 












Spontaneous Absorption of Serum in Hydrocele, 

EpitTors MED. AND SURG. REPORTER: 

Isend you the following case. It is new to me, 
and may be so to some of your readers. 

T. B., a lad aged 9 years, health good from in- 
fancy. Two years ago his parents discovered an 
enlargement of the scrotum on the right side as 
though it was confined to one. testicle. As it occa- 
sioned no pain or inconvenience, he remained silent 
for some three months, when it increased to the size 
of a goose egg. I was called in, and first supp<s2d 
it was scrotal thermia, but, upon close examination, 
I discovered it was hydrocele, from the fact it was 
transparent and fluctuating, and not dilating when 
the patient coughed, and all the symptoms of hernia 
being absent. 

An opeuation being refused, I wasted one month 
in local applications. without benefit. When the 
consent of the parents was obtained, I promised to 
return in a few days and operate with trocar. On 
the fourth day I came prepared, when, to my sur 
prise, I found all swelling gone, and the patient en- 
tirely well. His mother stated that he looked for 
my return for three evenings with much anxiety, 
and every evening it grew less until it was all gone. 
He remained so for some twelve months, when it 
returned again as large as before, when I was called 
again. I afterwards called Dr. Bissell’s attention to 
it. He carefully examined it, and came to the same 
conclusion that I did as to the nature of the case. 

I promised to return and use the troea and canula 
in five days. I repaired to the residence of the pa 
tient, with like result as before—the swelling al 
gone, and the patient well to all appearances, and 
remains so up to the present time. Query: Wasi 
the mental excitement that produced the absorption, 
or what was the cause of it? 

The patient had not received any injury, to bs 











































XXi, 


y Dr. 
resolu- 
‘ation; 
3, and 
An in- 
ot ac- 
abuse 
@ mis- 
m and 
und by 
or by 
Dscess, 
ation, 
of that 
nd the 
nwaly 
nexpe- 


-D. 


ocele, 
LO me, 


om in- 
ed an 
ide as 
L occa- 
| silent 
he size 
ppc 82d 
ation, 
it was 
when 
hernia 


month 


July 17, 1869.] 


knowledge, and knew nothing of it until his atten- 
tion was directed to it by his brothers, who conveyed 
the information to his parents. I will watch the 
case closely, and report if there is any change or 
returns. 
J. W. McAFEE, M. D. 
Salem, Oregon, June 23, 1869. 


Hypodermic Injections. 

Eps. MED. AND SurG. REPORTER: 

Feeling as I do, the great advantages arising from 
the use of the hypodermic syringe, if no other mo- 
tive than an admiration of its use, could prompt me 
to speak in its praise, so great a blessing as it con- 
fers upon suffering humanity, it alone is sufficient. 
When I first used it I was warned of great danger in 
having anything to with it—one physician said he 
had great trouble in saving one of his patients from 
an attack of phlebitis, resulting from the use of a 
syringe—another, that statistics gave so many deaths 
from its use that he could not be persuaded in its 
use; in its use, however, those fears have been en- 
tirely abandoned. Concluding that if bad or fatal 
effects arise, it only occurred in such cases as similar 
effects would have been produced if administered 
differently, the advantages in the certainty of its ef- 
fects, is not the less marked. The condition of the 
stomach, the coming in contact of that which would 
neutralize the medicine in its effect, and many other 
conditions arising that necessarily the physican must 
contend against, the rapid effect of the medicine is 
also another great consideration. Nausea sometimes 
arise contraindicating the use of opium and its salts 
which to a great degree can be avoided with the use 
of the syringe. 

Difficulties sometimes arise in dissolving the salts 
wished to be used—the acids, dilute, were advised 
by some, but in my attempt at using it, found that 
it added little to dissolve the medicines, and at the 
same time acted as an irritant to the skin. I herein 
annex some cases coming under my observation. 

Case 1. Wm. H., aged 50, of strong constitution, 
had sciatica from which he was suffering excruciat- 
ing pains; a full dose of morphia was injected hypo- 
dermically ; in a few minutes was entirely free from 
pain; the syringe was used several times with great 
relief to the patient. In a few days he recovered en- 
tirely. 

Case 2. Rev. J. McC., aged 50, had for several 
years periodical attacks of sciatica—was called to see 
him when first taken ; a full dose was given hypoder- 
nically, which permanently relieved him. In his 
former attacks he usually was confined several 
weeks. 

Case 3. Mrs. S., aged’ 48, suffering from scirrhus 
of mammary gland—had it removed about one year 
ago, after a short time it returned, causing great suf- 
fering, to relieve which she used McMunn’s elixir 
opium, she had reached that point of tolerance that 
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she could take at one dose 4 3 ; herstomach became 
very much disturbed, which suggested the use of the 
syringe, which was used with entire satisfaction ; 
the dose given being as much as 1 3 gr. morphia. 

Case 4. J. C., aged 30, was called to see this pa- 
tient after a relapse from an attack of acute rheuma- 
tism, he was placed under the alkaline treatment, 
with anodynes to relieve pain ; nausea arose which 
required the withdrawal of both medicines ; the pains 
were so great, however, that morphia was used hy- 
podermically, which proved satisfactory; the alka- 
line remedies were renewed again without any un- 
toward symptoms. 

Carmichael’s, Pa., June 15,1869. . 


Degeneration of the Blood from Earth-Eating. 
Eps. MEDICAL AND SURGICAL REPORTER: 

The effects of earth-eating vary according to the 
geological composition of the earth ingested; but the 
earth-eater’s countenance generally betrays his de- 
praved practice, by a particular tinge of the skin, a 
kind of pale, sallow color. 

A certain soil in some districts of South America 
is eaten by some of the inhabitants, and it is said 
that when partaken of in moderate quantities it 
nourishes like any ordinary aliment, probably from 
a preponderance of organic matter in its constitu- 
ents. The mud-eaters of Kentucky do not seem to 
suffer very severely from the effects of that particu- 
lar soil they eat. Here in the island of Cuba, those 
children in the habit of eating a black earth contain- 
ing much vegetable matter, suffer considerably less 
than those who indulge in the more inorganic red 
soil, thus colored by the oxide of iron; the former 
generally live to grown age in their habit, when 
they almost always abandon it from a feeling of 
decency; but the latter very often succumb before 
attaining that age. 

I had lately three patients in the country—such 
patients being a rarity in ¢ities—who were fond of 
the red soil; they were two boys of the ages of 8 
and 3, anda girl of 2. They all hada prominent 
dropsical abdomen, and on suspicion of the coexis- 
tence of worms to account fairly for it, they were 
treated with mucuna and later with ‘santonin, but 
without success. Their miserable countenance was a 
picture of ill-health; anemia in different aegrees was 
manifest in all; abnormal heart sounds, and the 
humming of the jugulars was very clear in the older 
boy and the girl; there was also palpitation, dys- 
pnoea, &e. 

The girl was too far gone, and was treated by pal- 
liative means; a persistent diarrhoea, occasional 
vomiting, anorexia, and a gradual sinking soon took 
her to the grave—a brother had died some time pre- 
viously, having passed nearly the same series of 
symptoms. 

In regard to the boys, they were purged for a 
few days; though they all had been repeatedly 
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purged and vomited before I saw them. I prescribed 
then a lacteal regime, and as much meat as they 
could eat, and also a severe corporeal chastisement if 
seen near the spot they usually frequented for their 
favorite mess; but this like all the other physical, 
moral, and even medicinal means would have been 
fruitless hadI not, a stranger to them, intimidated 
them with horrible things if they did not obey. 

At the end of a week the amelioration was per- 
ceptible, and they continued to improve. 

However, the tenacity to their habit—which is 
proverbial in such patients, and of which I could 
convince myself by having seen the little girl crawl 
out of a low bed when in the last stages almost, to 
reach a lump of earth—requires for its thorough 
eradication a strict character on the part of parents, 
and an abundance of food as a prophylactic, and 
these two requirements are not be had in this case, 
soI fear they will continue in their practice. 

P..CANTERO, M. D. 
Trinidad de Cuba. 


A Mistake in Diagnosis. 
Eps. MED. AND SuRG. REPORTER : 

July Ist. 1869. Iwas requested to see a little boy 
of H. Fisher’s in the neighboring village of Hunts- 
ville. On entering the house, and seeing the 
little fellow lying on a pallet, I remarked to the 
mother that she hada sick boy. “No,” said she, 
“he is notsick; but I want you to examine him 
and see what is the matter.” Ithen uncovered and 
examined him and found it to be a case of paraphy- 
mosis. Ilearned thatit had been of three or four 
days’ standing. ‘The prepuce was retracted behind 
the glans forming a double swélling, as usual in such 
cases, with the edge of the prepuce deeply buried be- 
tween. The glans was very much enlarged, in- 
flamed andtender. Considerable effusion had taken 
place, andI doubted very much whether I should be 
able to restore the parts to their proper relations, with- 
out an incision. However, I determined to make 
the attempt. After gentle, continuous and persever- 
ing manipulations for about fifteen minutes, I had 
the satisfaction of returning the glans through the 
stricture much to the little boy’s gratification. I 
then learned that Dr. D., a physio-me‘lical practi- 
tioner of the village, had been in attendance for three 
days treating the case for erysipelas of the penis! 

I know it is not given to all men, like SYDEN- 
HAM, to see and diagnosticate disease almost intui- 
tively; yet fora case so patent as this—so simple 
and easy of comprehension as it must have been 
when Dr. D. first saw it—mistaken for erysipelas 
of the penis is utterly inexcusable in any practitioner 
of medicine and surgery. But for a man like Dr. 
D., who holds himself up, and is held up by his 
friends, to be some in his school of medicine and who 
has been in practice for some year3, to be guilty of 
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such a blunder, argues an ignorance of the anatomy 
and surgical diseases and accidents of the parts that 
is deplorable and passing strange; which indeed, I 
scarcely could have believed possible, bad not the 
parents assured me of the fact. 4 
Warp Cook, M. D. 
Pendleton, Ind., July 5, 1869. 


Typhoid Fever. 
EpITors MED. AND SuRG. REPORTER: 
I find, in your journal of May 22d, in “Queries 
and Replies,” that one “Dr. R. H. M., of Tenn.,” 


| Wishes to know something in regard to the treatment 


of Typhoid Fever. 

And, as I have been very successful since I have 
adopted the below-named course of treatment, I will 
give it to him, and the public, and they can judge 
for themselves of its merits. 

Now, that I may “ give a reason for the hope that 
is within me,” I hope that you will indulge me 
whilst I say something of the nature of Typhoid 
Fever, as I look upon it. 

In Good’s Nosology, Typhoid Fever is placed in 
Class 3d, Order 1st, Genus 4th, and, as such, has 
been written upon by the leading pathologists of the 
present and past times. I would place it, according 
to his Nosology, in Class 4, Order 2, in which order, 
he says, belong those “ diseases affecting the sensa- 
tions or perceptions.” 

Consider, for a moment, the characteristic mani- 
festations of this disease : weariness, lassitude, cramp- 
ing pains, giddiness, the dry neck, the trembling 
tongue, the peculiar fitful pulse, the fitful alternations 
of heat and cold, and subsequently the flashes of 
fiery heat, the delirium, subsultus tendinum, and 
even the red tongue, the irritable bowels, and the 
rose-colored erurtion, clearly indicate, to my mind, 
that it is essentially a Nervous Fever. For the be- 
fore-named symptoms unmistakably indicate that the 
cause of this disease affects, primarily, the great 
nervous centres of organic life. 

The red tongue and intestinal irritation have 
claimed the attention of others, and they, taking 
these symptoms as indicating the seat of the disease 
to be, primarily, in the stomach and bowels, have 
named it “ enteric fever,” or gastro-enteritis. 

Now for my Therapeutics: 

When called to a typhoid patient, I first endeavor 
to remove all complications, as far as practicable ; a 
mild purgative, if constipation is present (castor oil 
is good). Quinine, if malaria-effects are unmistak- 


ably present, ete., ete. 


But ere much time is frittered away in removing 
complications, we give the following : 
R. Glycerine, f Zij. 
Fl. Ext. Valerian, f Ziv. 
Oil Sassafras, fZij. M. 
S.—Give a teaspoonful every one or two hours 
(according to severity of symptoms) through the 
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day, sponging the patient’s whole body at early bed- 
time with mild tepid soap-suds, rinsing off with 
milk-warm water. 

For the relief of the pains alony the spine, neck, 
etc. we use a liniment, made thus: 


R. Chloroform, f3j. 
Gum Camphor, 3ij- M. 


Ft. Sol. 

S. Applied by wetting a smal] thin cloth, cover- 
ing with the hand to prevent too rapid evaporation, 
removing the cloth from place to place as often as it 
makes the skin almost hot enough to blister, until 
the pains are chased, as it were, entirely out of the 
patient’s body and limbs. In nocase doI have the 
patient awakened out of a quiet sleep to give him 
medicine; and I very rarely find it necessary to give 
any medicine, internally, through the night, keeping 
the sick room darkened and quiet as possible, that 
he may sleep quietly. 

As to dietetics, I generally recommend mutton 
broth in the low stages, and mutton itself as the pa- 
tient’s powers of assimilation become stronger, with 
such farinaceous edibles as the patient may desire. 
And if the patient desires it, I allow him to use dried 
fruits, well cooked. I could proceed to fill pages 
after pages in giving you a resume of the treatment 
instituted in this disease by other practitioners, but 
it is useless to do so. But as I had not seen the 
plan of treatment I pursue mentioned anywhere, I 
have taken the time and trouble to intrude it upon 
your notice, and if you see proper you may intrude 
it upon the notice of the medical public. 

Quintus C. SmitnH, M. D. 


A Singular_Case of Transmission of Scarlatina 
Anginosa to Varioloid Patients. 
EpiTors MEpD. and SuRG. REPORTER: 

For several months past, variola, of a sporadic 
type, has existed in Minneapolis, and nearly 7ll of 
the patients have been removed, as the disease made 
its appearance, to the city pest-house. 

About two months since a case occurred which 
offers so singular a deviation from the ordinary 
course of malignant contagious disease, that I am 
induced to place it upon record. 

Mary ——, ext. 23, native of Ireland, servant in 
agentleman’s family, who had never been vaccinated, 
was taken ill with the usual symptoms of Variola ; 
and, as she was known to have been exposed to the 
disease, it was deemed advisable to remove her to 
the Hospital. Owing to the fact that the building 
had been recently purchased, and was not yet 
properly divided into wards, it was found necessary 
to place her in close proximity with two other 
patients—one affected with Varioloid, and the other 
with a mild type of Variola Discreta. 

Upon the fourth day after her admission, the pe- 
culiar eruption of Scarlatina made its appearance, 
concomitant with the other symptoms of this dis- 
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ease well marked. She was at once removed to a 
separate apartment, but it was found that the others 
had contracted Scarlatina from her, while she re- 
mained unaffected by the more powerful virus of 
Variola. The rash made its appearance amongst 
the pustules already formed on the bodies of the 
Small Pox patients, thus exhibiting the singular 
spectacle of two of the exanthemata appearing upon 
the same person at the same time, and the less 
powerful materies morbi conquering the stronger. 
In due course of time, Mary —— left the Hospital, 
cured of Scarlatina, and has not yet, a month later, 
presented any symptoms whatever of Variola. 


, M. D. 
Minneaopolis, Minn. 
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Meeting of Delegates of Medical Colleges. 


LIBRARY MEDICAL DEPARTMENT, 
UNIVERSITY OF LOUISVILLE, 
May 27th. 1869. 


At a meeting of Delegates from Medical Colleges 
for the purpose of considering the question of fees, 
which was held this day, the following Colleges were 
represented by delegate or letter, viz : 

University of Nashville ; Shelby Medical College, 
Nashville; Memphis Medical College; St. Louis 
Medical College ; Humbolt Medical College of St. 
Louis ; Rush Medical College of Chicago ; Chicago 
Medical College; Indiana Medical College of In- 
dianapolis; Miami Medical College of Cincinnati ; 
University of Louisville. 

On motion, Dr. Bowling was elected Chairman, 
and Dr. Bayless Secretary of the Meeting. After a 
prolonged conference, the following preamble and 


resolutions were adopted : 

WHEREAS, The call for a Convention of Delegates from 
the Medical Colleges of the West, for the purpose of ar- 
ranging a uniform scale of fees, sent by the Faculty of the 
Medical Department of the University of Louisville to 
the Colleges of Nashville, Memphis, Cincinnati, Colum- 
bus, Cleveland, Detroit, Chicago, St. Louis, Indianapolis 
and Louisville, has met with a cordial response in person 
or by letter from 4 majority of said Colleges; and 

WHEREAS, The fact that several of said Colleges have 
issued their announcements for the ensuing sessions makes 
definite action at present impossible, and 

WHEREAS, The views and opinions of the various 
fchools as given by delegates and letters differ greatly, 
therefore be it 

Resolved, That it is the hope of this Convention that a 
uniform scale of charges shall be adopted by all the Med- 
ical Colleges of our country, and we do most earnestly 
advise such a scale shall be agreed upon ; and it is our be- 
lief that the glory and usefulness of our profession would 
be enhanced by the adoption of the highest rate advised 
by the American Medical Association. 

Resolved, It is not less to be hoped that all the Medical 
Colleges of our country would fix a higher standard of 
preliminary and medical educaticn as a pre-requisite for 
graduation. 

Resolved, That the Convention request all the Medical 
Colleges in the United States to send each one delegate 
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to a meeting to be held in Washington, on Monday, May 
2d, 1870, to take efficient steps towards carrying out in 
good faith the recomm>ndations of the American Medi- 
cal Association in reference to medical education, and 
also to form a permanent association of American medi- 
cal teachers. 

Resolved, That a copy of these proceedings be sent to 
all the medical journals in the country. 

Wo. K. Bowne, Pres’t. 


Gero. W. BAYLEss, Sec’y. 
— THE Foop or A HuMAN Berna.—The fol- 
lowing estimate of “what goes in at the mouth” of 
an epicure, is startling, if true: 
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From an article re- | 


cently published we extract the following estimate | 
of what a noted English epicure ate during the 70 | 


years that he lived: 10 oxen, 200 sheep, 100 calves, 


200 lambs, 50 pigs, 1,200 fowls, 300 turkeys, 150 | 


geese, 400 ducks, 260 pigeons, 1,400 partridges and 


game, besides 500 hares and rabbits, 40 deer, 120 
guinea fowls, 10 peacocks, and 260 wild fowls. In 
fish, 100 turbots, 140 salmon, 220 cod, 260 trout, 400 
mackerel, 400 flounders, 200 eels, 150 haddock, 400 
herrings, and 10,000 smelts; also, 20 turtles, 30,- 
000 oysters, 3,500 lobsters and crabs, 300,000 prawns, 
shrimps, sardines, and anchovies. In fruits, 150 
pounds grapes, 50 pineapples, 2,000 peaches, 1,400 
apricots, 240 melons, and some hundred thousand 
plums, green-gages, apples, and pears, and millions 
of cherries, strawberries, currants, walnuts, chest- 
nuts, figs, almonds, &c. In vegetation of other kinds, 
25,575 pounds weight ; about 2,334 pounds of but- 
ter; 684 pounds of cheese; 21,000 eggs; bread 


14,000 pounds; of salt and pepper, 1,000 pounds; | 


of sugar, 4,500 pounds. 
wine, 1,394 gallons of beer, 584 gallons of spirits, 
of milk, and 2,736 gallons of water. 

—— PuRGUEIRA.—The oil known among the 
Portuguese by this name has recently been sub- 
jected to experiments by Bouis. It contains about 
six per cent. of nitrogen, which, on distillation, is 
evolved as ammonia. As it possesses some of the 
properties of castor oil, and is obtained, like the lat- 
ter, from a plant belonging to the spurge family 
(euphorbiacece), he was led to distil it with an alkali, 
and the result of saponification and distillation was 
an inflammable complex liguid having an aromatic 
odor. The portion passing off between 178 degrees 
and 180 degrees C., has the same composition as 
caprylic alcohol, which is found in castor oil. The 
plant yielding Purgueira was described by Adamson, 
more than a century ago, under the name of Curcas 
purgans. It abounds in some portions of Africa and 
in the Cape de Verde Islands. 

—— Surgeon Phineas J. Horwitz has been relieved 
as Chief of the Bureau of Medicine and Surgery at 
the Navy Department, by direction of the President. 
Surgeon William Maxwell Wood, U. 8. Navy, has 
been appointed Chief of the Bureau, and will at once 
enter upon the duties of the office. 


In liquids, 49 hogsheads of 
| by the Rev. W. Simonton, assisted by the Rev. W. Sterl- 
} ing, 


5,394 gallons of coffee, coco: 36 
. g offee, cocoa, and tea, 1,364 gallons | Wilson, Eeq., of Hartleton, Pa. 
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[Notices inserted in this column gratis, any are solicited 
from all parts of the country ; Obituary Notices and Resolu- 
tions of Societies at ten cents per line, ten words toa line.) 


MARRIED. 


BABBITT—Brices. In Lebanon, N. H., April 6, by 
Rev. A. C. Hardy Ir. Darwin E. Babbitt, and Miss 
Alma E. Briggs, of Lebanon. 


BrycHamM—CypuHers. At Plymouth Church, Brooklyn, 
June 6, ~ the Rev. H. W. Beecher, Abial Mills Bingham, 
of Brooklyn, and Miss Nina, daughter of the late Dr. R. 
C. Cyphers, Milledgville, Ga. : 

CuapmMaN—Evstis. At Memorial Church, Springfield, 
Mass., June 17, Dr. S. H. Chapman and Louise Eustis, 

Davis—AvLtTs. At Maple Hill, June 24, by Rev. T. 
Beer, Samuel Z. Davis, M. D., and Miss Maze E. Aults, 
both of Jeromeville, Ohio. 

Daty—Coorer. At Trinity Church, June 22nd, by 
the Rev. John Scarborough, Rector, W. H. Daly M. D., 
of Pittsburgh, and Athalia, eldest daughter of James M. 
Cooper, Esq., of Allegheny city. 

FIsHER—MINER. In Hudson, N. Y., at Christ Church, 


: a May 12, by Rev. W. R. Johnson, Rector, C. Fisher, M. D., 
quail, 600 woodcock, 1,400 snipe and other small | 


and Miss Mary J. Miner, eldest daughter of the late 
Edward Miner, of Hudson. 


Hacy—Livineston. At the United States Legationin 
Paris, June 8th, by L’Abbe Brunis, first vicaire of the 
Church of St. Germain l’Auxerrois, Dr. Joseph Living- 
ston Hagy, of Philadelphia, and Grace —- only 
daughter of Col. L. B. Livingston, of New York. 


Prerson—LANE. At the residence of Dr. Lewis Lane, 
at Tom’s River, N. J., June 23, by Rev. W. W. Moffett, 
Mr. Charles A. Pierson to Miss Withelmina Lane. 


STERRETT—LITTLE. On May 6th, in Carroll county, 
Indiana, by the Rev. James T. Patterson, Joseph E. 
Sterrett, M. D., and Miss Amanda S. Little, daughter of 
Alexander Little, late of Cass county, Indiana. 

VANDENBERGH—ELTINGE. At New-Paltz, N. Y., June 
24, by the Rev. Dr. Peltz, Dr. D. W. Vandenbergh of 
llion, N. Y., and Kate Eltinge, daughter of Edmund El- 
tinge, Esq. 

WaLiL—PuHanres. At the residence of the bride’s father, 
Newtonio, Miss., by Rev. P. S. Petty, Mr. Samuel D. 


» | Wall and Miss Josie V. Phares, second daughter of Dr. 


D. L. Phares. 
WEIRICK—WILSON. In Williamsport, Pa., June 22nd, 


William H. Weirick, M. D., of Deep Water, Mo., 


and Miss Hattie N., youngest daughter of the late J. F. 


WHITE—DAVENPORT. At Wilton, Fairfield county, 
Conn., June 22, by Rev. W. L. Bostwick, Dr. Charles B. 
White, United States Army, and Mary A., eldest daugh- 
ter of Judge George A. Davenport, of the above place. 


WALLENS—JENNESS. At Woodstown, N. J., June 7, 


by Rev. S. C. Dare, M. W. Wallens, M. D., and Lizzie 
xs daughter of the late Mark Jenness, of Burlington, 


DIED. 


Barnes.—In Bath, Pa., of Lymtomatic Tetanus, Har 
Barnes, only son of Dr. W. H. and Mrs. L. H. Seip, age 
1 year, 6 months and 2 days. 


CAMPBELI—At Belfast, Ireland, June 14th, Dr. H. F. 
Campbell, late of Alleghany city, Pa., aged twenty-eight. 

Dg WittT—On the 8th inst., in this city, J. Wilson, only 
son of Dr. John W. and Fanny F. De Witt, age 5 months 
and 15 days. 


G.iever—In New York, July 5th, Ralph Glover, M. D., 
in the 72d year of his age. 


Hartt—In New York, July 3d, LeBaron Botsford, son 
of Dr. H. LeBaron and Jennie M. Hartt, aged 2 months 
and 22 days. 

WHITTELSEY—At Harlem, N. Y., on Saturday, June 
19, Henry N. Whittelsey, M. D., aged 47 years, late physi- 
cian to Nursery Hospital and the House of Refuge, Ran- 
dall’s Island, New York. 


Woopwarp—In Castleton, Vt., June 20th, J. D. Wood- 
ward, M. D., aged 69 years. 





